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‘To My Wife 

_ - Whose prayers and sympathy have been such 
, : a stimulus and encouragement to me in my life 
id work for men, and to whom I owe my success 


THE MAN WHO WANTS A MILLION 


An Introduction, by 
Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


_ (Because there are facts connected with the life and work 

of the author of this book which he could not tell about 
himself, and which it has been my privilege to gather, I 
have asked his permission to introduce him to the readers 
of this book by publishing this personal sketch. Mr. 
Hudson’s life is so remarkable that the Christian world 
ought to know about it. The glimpse of it here given is 
only a hint of the life as a whole ; but tt rs hoped that rt 
will deepen the reader’s interest in the man, and make 
some readier to extend the work to which Mr. Hudson 1s 
devoting his life.—C. G. T.) 


WENTY-FIVE years ago a young man 
of thirty-three was addressing his first 
_ public meeting on the subject of religion. He 
had been just four weeks a Christian. Because 
he was well-known commercially, the Y. M. 
C. A. hall where he was to speak was crowded 
with merchants and clerks. Telling with en- 
thusiasm of his new-found Saviour, the young 
convert said that Christian people ought to 
speak of Christ to others oftener than they do, 
and seek to win men individually to Christ. 
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“Tf you know a man whom God tells 
you to speak to, and to whom you feel you 
can’t go yourself,’’ said he, ‘‘send some one 
else after him. I did that very thing last 
week.’ 

This was in Syracuse. In the audience sat 
George G. Truair, then and for many years 
afterward editor of the Syracuse Evening 
Journal. As the speaker reached this point, 
Mr. Truair rose suddenly to his feet and called 
out: ‘‘Mr. Hudson, you are young in the Chris- 
tian life yet, and I want to ask you a question. 
Did the man you sent to the other man, to 
whom God had told you to go and speak, 
bring him to Christ ?”’ 

‘“No; he was not ready,’’ was the answer. 

‘Fle never will be ready,’ came the quick 
retort from the man on the floor, ‘‘and he 
never will be a Christian, wat2l you go your- 
self and ask him to come. If God had wanted 
some one else to speak to that man, God would 
have spoken to some one else instead of to 
you. Now,’’ continued the editor, turning 
and facing the audience of men, attentive and 
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curious at the unexpected turn that things 
had taken, ‘“‘how many of you will promise 
to pray for Mr. Hudson at ten o’clock to-mor- 
row morning while he goes himself and wins 
that man to Christ ?”’ 

An army of men raised their hands, and the 
young convert was squarely in for it. Ten 
o’clock the next morning came all too soon. 
He passed and repassed the door of the busi- 
ness building where his friend worked, before 
he could screw up courage enough to enter. 
Then he marched in. His man, a bookbinder 
working over a ledger in the far corner of the 
room, had evidently seen him coming, for he 
greeted the visitor by name as he came along- 
side, without looking up from his work. 

“‘l’ve come on a queer errand,’’ said Hud- 
son awkwardly. ‘‘I have been a Christian, 
you know, only a few weeks; it is a hard 
thing for me to come and talk with you about 
this, but it means so much to me that I want 
to know if you will not make the decision this 
morning and give your heart to Christ.” 

He stopped. ‘There was no answer; the 
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man went on at his work, still without look- 
ing up. “The young soul-winner waited; no 
answer. ‘Then he laid his hand upon the 
shoulder of the man he had come to win, 
and began again: ‘‘ You and I have been old 
friends for so long that I believe I can help 
you and you can help me in the Christian life, 
and I want you to say to me that you will 
make the decision.’’ Still no reply; but now, 
as Hudson waited with his hand on his friend’s 
arm, he bore down hard and lovingly on that 
arm. ‘Then he saw, on the ledger that was 
before them, big tear-drops falling; and he 
knew that he had his man. After a moment 
more the bookbinder’s hand was thrust out 
and gripped his caller’s, as he said, ‘‘ Hudson, 
there’s my hand on it. I’m a Christian from 
this time on. Don’t say any more here; this 
place is full of men and boys, and there'll be 
a scene if youdo, But I’1l meet you at prayer- 
meeting this week.’’ He did so; and he’s been 
going to prayer-meeting ever since. 

The young convert had learned that it is 


better to go yourself than to send some one 
sae te 
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else. He went back to his place of business 
walking on air. He had won his first man to 
Christ. He had never known such lightness 
of heart or joy of living before. He could 
sell goods now as he never had sold them 
before. He could meet any notes and prom- 
ises of payment under the sun. He could do 
anything. 

Then he got to thinking about a little un- 
signed pledge in his Bible that had been 
given to him three weeks earlier by evangel- 
ist Charles H. Yatman, under whom he had 
been studying the Bible. It was a pledge to 
win ten men to Christ. He had never dared 
to signit. ‘If it makes me as happy as this 
to win one man,’’ he asked himself, ‘‘ what 
would it be like to win ten men! I'll ask 
God to give me the other nine, and I'll sign 
that pledge.’’ He drew the curtains of his 
office, took the pledge from his Bible,—which 
he had with him,—signed it, and dropping on 
his knees asked God for the strength and the 
power to honor Him in its keeping. 


Of course God answered that prayer. A 
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swearing cartman whom the young crockery- 
merchant employed was his second convert. 
He did not come easily; it was a discouraging 
case at first; but the time came when they 
kneeled together behind a crockery crate and 
prayed to God to put ‘‘prayer instead of 
swear’? into the cartman’s mouth. And that 
prayer was answered, and a little later the cart- 
man who for years had been buying carriages 
for the saloon-keepers drove up to the crock- 
ery store with his happy wife and children in 
a carriage of his own, praising God for the 
transformation. And a ‘‘chance’’ customer 
in the store who overheard the cartman’s joy- 
ful testimony that night was won to Christ 
by the testimony. 

After a few months the crockery merchant 
added a zero to the one that he had written 
on his pledge the day that he had signed it, 
and completed his ten. He is still adding 
zeros to that number. He advises it as a 
good kind of record for any one to enter upon 
and keep up through life. 


At thirty-one Mr. Hudson had opened his 
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first store, after seventeen years of learning 
the business in the largest crockery store in 
Syracuse. He had been offered a partnership 
in the established business, but he preferred to 
branch out for himself. In three years’ time, 
the first year after his conversion, he was car- 
rying a stock of his own worth $16,000. He 
pushed steadily ahead, and opened another 
store, in Cortland; then another, in Auburn. 
All three prospered, and they made an in- 
creasing tax upon his time and strength. The 
vow was made that when his capital reached 
a certain point all above that amount would 
be spent directly for God. The mark was 
reached, and a missionary in India was sup- 
ported. 

Mr. Hudson had thrown himself whole- 
heartedly into the Christian Endeavor work 
of his church and state, and found this a 
good channel for his energies and organizing 
ability. But his touch with men, and his suc- 
cess in leading men to Christ, made him long 
to do something to bring more men into vital 
relation with Jesus Christ, and into an inti- 
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Bible. —He looked around him to se whether 


city numbered roa,o00 people; there was not 


in it, in a single Sumday-school, a Men's Bible 
Class numbering as many as ten members. Yet 
he was told that there were im that city ré,e00 
young men, of whom not more than five per 
cent went to church, and still less te Sunday- 
school. His own Sanday-scheol had no men’s 
class, and no men in sight fer ene. 


Something was wreng. Bet that semethias — 
could be set right, and the opportunity im this | 


vast field was a fascinating one fer a besizess 

man who Knew men, who Knew the Saviour, 

and who Knew the possibilities of system and 
EERE 


Business cares, with three fountshing stares, 


were pressing, so others were solicited te 
take up the Bible Ciass work. That move 
failed, just as it had failed with his Sst con- 


vert, the bookbinder. Hudson wes thrown — 


back on the necessity ef deine something 
himself 
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The home church was being decorated just 
then, and the entire Sunday-school was obliged 
to meet as one class in a rear room. Hudson 
noticed a few young men waiting outside to 
walk home, after school, with their girls. He 
did not want to ask them to join the rest of 
the school in the single room available, so he 
invited them to crawl in under the rafters of 
the partially finished church and find a place 
for the Bible Class that he asked them to form 
with him. They were ready for a novelty like 
that, and did so, sitting on the back of a seat 
while their teacher faced them, standing on a 
front seat. ‘There under the scaffolding, amid 
dirt and plaster, he taught his first men’s class, 
asking for a prayer in order to secure quiet, 
and then telling and applying the lesson story 
in simple language. 

They stayed by their teacher, these young 
fellows, and for several Sundays met “‘ roost- 
ing,’’ as they said, on the backs of the pews. 
But business was so pressing that he did not 
see how he could organize and push the class 
as it deserved. Yet the opportunities for reach- 
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ing men kept opening before him, and the 
church’s neglect was so painfully apparent 
that he could not endure it, and kept looking — 
for a man to lead and organize his class. What 
an outlook for a live business man! Had these 
been 16,000 prospective customers, instead of 
16,000 mew to reach for Christ, he frankly 
admitted that not a stone would have been 
left unturned to get them. He would at once 
have planned a campaign to bring them to his 
store. As for these 16,000 prospective church 
members, no one but the Devil would be in 
competition with him to secure them for his 
church and Bible Class. Yet the tug of busi- 
ness would not let up; it was all the other 
way. ‘‘It takes prayer and sacrifice for a 
business man to give himself to the Lord’s 
work,’’ says Mr. Hudson to-day as he reviews 
the old struggle; ‘‘a man would always rather 
give his money, which often is no sacrifice, 
than to give himself. But God wants men, not 
merely their money, in his work. If he gets 
the men, he will get their money too. Happy 


is the man who surrenders when God calls.’ 
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He finally gave in, and set himself to find- 
ing out the real needs of the eighteen young 
men whom he had gathered together. The 
secret of successful work for men now is so 
widely known that it is hard to realize that it 
was ever overlooked. It is this: stop doing 
for them, and get them to do for others. Hud- 
son threw the responsibility for all the activi- 
ties of the class upon the members of the class. 
They organized thoroughly. He insisted that 
the class must still remain a Bible class, and 
that nothing but the Bible should be taught 
each Sunday. ‘To this his men heartily agreed, 
provided they were allowed to study the Word 
as men, and not as infants. How they 
organized, and what they did, is told, in the 
pages of this ‘‘How’’ book, by Mr. Hudson 
himself. 

In six months the crockery merchant’s class 
of eighteen had grown to 108. It was taking 
a lot of his time,—more than he ever intended. 
Finally he said to himself that he believed he 
would actually have to let one of his stores 
go,—or his class, and he couldn’t drop that. 
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So he closed out a store, and, said he, ‘‘I’m 
doing a great thing. for the Lord.”’ 

With only two stores to manage, affairs in 
the class took a boom, and the whole church 
was feeling the result, Steadily the men were 
being won to Christ and added to the member- 
ship of the church. ‘The gain was so marked 
that Mr. Hudson decided that what worked 
well once would work well twice, and he 
closed out another of his stores, deciding that, 
after all, one flourishing store was all that he 
needed if thereby he could have more time for 
the Lord’s work. The results justified the . 
decision, and he was increasingly happy. 

There were 270 members in his church 
' when Mr. Hudson gathered his young men 
together under the rafters of the half-finished 
building that eventful Sunday noon. In the 
seventeen years that have passed, 352 men 
have been won to Christ in that class alone, 
and through that class and the Philathea, 
the young women’s class, more than 500 
have been added to the membership of the — 


church, which now numbers 1151. ‘The in- 
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fluence of the work spread, of course, to the 
other churches in Syracuse and beyond, and 
twelve years ago the ninety classes that flour- 
ished in New York state and thereabouts got 
together and talked about forming a state 
organization. ‘‘No,’’ said Hudson; ‘‘let us 
have no new state organizations to cumber the 
already existing Sunday-school and church 
machinery; but if you’ll make it a national 
organization, I’ll consent to go in for it with 
you.’’ ‘This was done, and Mr. Hudson, of 
course, was made the national president. 
‘Then the pressure of the Bible Class work 
grew so heavy that he came home to his wife 
one day and said, ‘‘It’s a question with me 
whether I can keep my store going any 
longer.”’ 

‘*Well,’’? answered his wife, ‘‘I knew you’d 
come to it.’’ : 

**Vou see,’? says Mr. Hudson as he tells of 
it smilingly to-day, ‘‘the thing had become 
a larger business than my own _business.”’ 
That’s a way the King’s Business has. ‘“‘TIl 


throw up my business,’’ said the merchant, 
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‘Cand get a million men.’’ So in 1905 his 
third and last store went ; and the successful 
crockery merchant pledged himself and his 
personal fortune to the winning of men to the 
Saviour and to the study of the Bible in and 
through the Sunday-school. 

During all these years the news of Baraca 
work and Baraca methods had been moving 
on fast, from state to state, and the inquiries 
kept pouring in on Mr. Hudson as to how to 
start and conduct classes. His home in Syra- 
cuse became such a Mecca for visitors that 
finally, in order to do the work that he felt 
he must do for the world-wide spread of the 
movement, he moved a mile out from the 
city, and to-day his home is a center of 
influence, equaled, in reach and potentiality 
for the Kingdom, by few private residences 
in the world. 

He has brought 300,000 men into the Sun- 
day-school for organized effort and systematic 
Bible study. His wife is his private secre- 
tary and handles a hundred or more letters 


daily in her mail. His oldest daughter, May, 
20 


The Man Who Wants a Million 


is president of the World-Wide Philathea 
Union of 150,000 women. ‘The youngest 
daughter, Harriet, has become an expert 
stenographer and typewriter to take care of 
the clerical work; and the second daughter, 
Eva, is an assistant. The son, a business 
man, is a Sunday-school superintendent, and 
may make that his life-work. In 1907 Mr. 
Hudson traveled in twenty-eight states, visit- 
ing and speaking for 25,000 miles. Hespoke 
every night during the trip but Saturday 
nights, and on Sundays sometimes six and 
eight times. 

The marvelous spread of the work is still 
accomplished largely by individual effort, as 
it was in the beginning. On the steps of the 
Hotel du Parc, in Jerusalem, for example, in 
the spring of 1904, Mr. Hudson was stopped 
by a stranger who pointed to the Baraca pin 
on his coat and said, ‘‘Halloa, what right 
have you got to wear that pin?”’ 

““T guess I have a fairly good right,” 
answered Mr. Hudson with a smile, ‘‘ but 


what right have you to yours?” 
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“‘l’m a Baraca man from California,’’ was 
What 


the answer, ‘‘and my name’s 
is your name?”’ 

‘‘Hudson, of Syracuse,’’ modestly answered 
the founder and national president; and then 
the California challenger ‘‘caught on,’’ and his 
delight knew no bounds. ‘‘ Now tell me all 
about it,’? he said, as he begged Mr. Hudson 
to give him points for which he had been 
hungering in the conduct of the work. Mr. 
Hudson was only too glad to do so, and inci- 
dentally he told the man that he wished Cali- 
fornia had more Baraca classes. Well, the 
upshot of it was that the Californian, who was 
a business man on a trip around the world 
with his mother, and who had already been 
in Egypt, got so absorbingly interested in all 
that he could learn from the Baraca founder 
that he took passage on the Grosser Kurfiirst 
from Jaffa to Alexandria just to be with Mr. 
Hudson a day or two longer, returning from 
Egypt again as soon as they landed. ‘The 
Californian went back to the Golden State to 


spread the news of what he had learned; and 
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to-day, as a result of his efforts, California has 
as many Baraca classes as any other state in 
the Union except New York. 


You will not often meet one who more 
remarkably illustrates God’s willingness and 
power to use for miraculous results any one 
who really surrenders to Him and places all 
—property, strength, person, and family—at 
His disposal for the advancement of the 
Kingdom in the service of one’s fellow-men. 
Marshall A. Hudson has no remarkable 
powers. But he has made a remarkably com- 
plete consecration of all that he has—call it 
little or much—to God, and that fact has put 
him in possession of power not his own, power 
that is more than remarkable—the supernat- 
ural power of the Father, the Son, and the 
Spirit. 

It is not difficult to trace the reason for 
God’s signal blessing of Hudson’s work. The 
reason is that soul-winning, and training for 
service in soul-winning, are the only objec- 
tives that he ever allows to have prominence 
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in his work. Organization is nothing but a 
bit of harness for pulling the load; wisely 
recognized as a very necessary part of the 
equipment, but also wisely recognized as only 
a means to the great ends upon which he in- 
sists. No drones in life are tolerated. He 
saves life by putting men to work. And men 
instinctively turn to him in trouble. 

A recent incident of his life is characteristic 
of his power with men, and of his ability to 
see into the heart of their troubles and help 
them. He was at his home one morning 
when he saw coming up the walk toward the 
house a man whom he thought he recognized, 
after years of absence. The man kept his 
right hand in his pocket, and greeted Hud- 
son. ‘‘Do you remember me?”’’ he asked, 
putting out his left hand for a shake. 

‘“Yes, I remember you,’’ said Mr. Hudson 
slowly. ‘‘ You were converted in the First 
Methodist Church at a meeting about twenty 
years ago, and your name’s fy 

‘“That’s right,’ said the visitor. ‘‘I was 
a Christian for about five years, Mr. Hudson. 

24 


The Man Who Wants a Million 


Then I drifted away. I’ve prospered in busi- 
ness, and I’ve got everything I want, health, 
and strength, and money; but I’m sicker of 
life than any man in Syracuse to-day, and I’m 
going to put an end to it all. You put five 
years of sunshine into my life, the only happi- 
ness I ever had, so I thought I’d just come 
out here to end things, for you’re the last man 
I wanted to see before going.’”? And his right 
hand stayed in his coat pocket. 

Hudson knew, of course, that he had a 
revolver there. Looking quietly at the man, 
he said: ‘I know what’s the matter with you, 
and I’m going to tell you; and then I’m going 
to give you a prescription that will cure you. 
But first give me that revolver you’ve got in 
your hand.”’ 

‘‘No,”? said the man, and he kept his hand 
in his pocket. ‘‘But go ahead and tell me 
what you think.”’ 

‘“'The trouble with you is,’’? said Mr. Hud- 
son, ‘‘that with everything in the world in 
your favor, your health, and your strength, 


and your prosperity, and nobody but yourself 
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to care for, you’ve never done a solitary thing 
for anybody else. I don’t believe you’ve 
given a dollar of your money in the last ten 
years to help any fellow who was down. Of 
course you’re sick of life! Who wouldn’t be, 
living the worthless, wasted existence that 
you’ve lived! /That’s all that’s the matter 
with you. 

‘‘Now, what you want to do is to go back 
to town and go to the Boys’ Home. Get one 
of the boys there, promise to look after him, 
and take him home with you. Buy him a 
good suit of clothes, and get him started in a 
good school. Live with him all you can. 
Don’t say you’ll be a father to him, for you 
don’t know how to be; you’re not fit to bea 
father to any boy, after the life you’ve lived. 
Just say you'll be a big brother to him. Read 
the Bible to him, every day. Now give me 
your revolver, and take this Bible, and go 
back and do as I say.”’ 

‘*No, I won’t give you the revolver,”’ said 
the ex-would-be-suicide, sheepishly; ‘‘ but Ill 


drop it in the creek on the way back, and I’ll 
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take the Bible, and Ill try what you say. I 
guess you’re right; I’ve never done anything 
for anybody. I'll try it.” 

A few weeks later Mr. Hudson, hurrying to 
catch a car in town, was hailed and stopped 
by the fellow, who had kept his word and 
whose right hand was now free for better 
things than fooling with a gun. ‘‘I’ve got 
the kid,’ he called out joyously, his face 
fairly shining. “I got him a room in my 
boarding-house,—it’s more exciting than a 
hundred monkeys. It’s a little expensive, 
but it’s great. We’re studying the Testament 
together every day.”’ 

And that is what Mr. Hudson means by 
‘doing things.’? When a man can have a 
million of such fellows to his credit, as Hud- 
son will if his life is spared, it will be no dis- 
grace to die rich. 
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How to Reach Men 


UCH has been said of the lack of men 

in the church and Sunday-school, 
although little has been done to interest and 
to hold them. Many young men graduate 
from our schools at the age of fifteen or sixteen 
years, much to the regret of those who have 
been their instructors in the primary and other 
departments. Right here we are led to exclaim, 
with the disappointed teachers and officers of 
the school, ‘‘ What more could we have done 
for the young men !” and right here, also, lies 
a partial solution of this great problem. We 
can do no more for the young men and women 
_ at this age than has been done, and they do not 
want us todoanything more for them. At this 
period of their life they want to do something 
for some one else. It is the wise school that 
sees this before the scholars have left the 
school, seldom to return; so if we are to get 
new scholars into our schools we should first 
prevent those we have from graduating. The 
only way to do this is to find something that 
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each one can do, and, getting each at work, 
keep him at it. 

Perhaps no better work could be found for 
these trained graduates from the younger de- 
partments than to put them at the head of an 
organized Bible class. An organized Bible 
class is a class with a constitution selected by 
the members, and with officers and committees 
of their own creating. These officers will be 
selected largely from those who have had ex- 
perience in the lower grades, and are the 
scholars whom the Sunday-school has been 
graduating. 

The first thing to do after organizing is to 
name the class and adopt a class pin or emblem. 
The Baraca Bible class for men took their 
name from 2 Chronicles 20 : 26, and it means 
‘‘happy,’’ or ‘‘blessed.’’? ‘Their aim is to 
make happy or bless every man who comes 
within their circle. ‘The women’s organiza- 
tion has a Greek name, ‘‘ Philathea,’’ mean- 
ing ‘‘lovers of truth.’’ 

Every class should have aclass motto. The 


two classes mentioned have chosen for their 
34 


How to Reach Men 


motto, ‘‘We do things,’’ selecting as their 
text, ‘‘I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me,’’ Phil. 4:13. The 
platform of these classes, which now number 
over 300,000 members, is, ‘‘ Young men at 
work for young men, all standing by the Bible 
and the Bible School,’’ the Philathea class 
changing it to read, ‘‘ Young women at work 
for young women, all standing by the Bible 
and the Bible School.”’ 


»* 


The Classroom 


To get men or women in the Bible class 
it is absolutely necessary that men meet in 
one room and women in another. Mixed 
classes can never have the success that attends 
the class composed of men for men and women 
for women. And no class can be the success 
that it might be, unless a separate room is 
given it for its own use. It has been found 
that men will be attracted to the Bible class 
if they are allowed to have control of a room 
which they can call their own. ‘They should 
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meet with the main school for the opening 
exercises, but the separate room should be 
their rallying-point during the lesson hour, and 
also for such meetings as they need during the 
week. Give them the entire control of the 
room; do not furnish it for them, but encour- 
age them to furnish it as they feel their need. 

This room should be under the charge of a 
room committee, of which the superintendent 
or pastor should be a-‘member. ‘This com- 
mittee should regulate the hour for opening 
and closing the room, and pass upon all the 
printed matter, games, and other equipment 
brought to the room. Many of these rooms 
which have open house every night in the 
week, or even on one night, have a sign upon 
the wall which reads, ‘‘ Evening prayers, 9.30 
p. M.’? At the closing hour one of the room 
committee will read a few verses from the class 
Bible, which should always be ready on the 
Bible stand, and if any Christians are present 
ask one or more to lead in prayer, which is a 
sign toall that it istime to go. Many churches, 
in addition to the classroom, provide a gym- 
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nasium, or romp room, in which provision is 
made for basketball clubs, and physical cul- 
ture classes for men and women. Baraca classes 
have a special grip or handshake, yell, class 
song, and class colors, others a special sign of 
recognition, and all have organization, which 
in itself sets the class at work. 

It has been demonstrated that any Bible 
class organizing and having officers to do the 
work of the class, instead of leaving the work 
to the teacher, will gain a hundred per cent at 
once. ‘I‘hese constitutions and plans of work 
can be obtained free from any state Sunday- 
school secretary, or of the Baraca and Philathea 
Supply Co., Syracuse, N. Y. Copies can be 
obtained in the Japanese, Spanish, and Italian 
languages. The little pins and emblems can 
also be had for these classes. Organized Bible 
classes have a representation in the Interna- 
tional Sunday School Association, and also a 
national organization,—the World-Wide Ba- 
raca and Philathea Bible Class Union, —which 
issues much literature, a national charter, and 
a monthly paper. The Baraca and Philathea 
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also have an international convention each 
year. The growth of these two classes has 
been phenomenal. ‘They can be found in 
every state in the Union, in Canada, Australia, 
England, and other foreign countries, and in 
every denomination. In the city of their birth 
one hundred and five classes are now enrolled 
in the Baraca and Philathea City Union, and 
over three thousand members sit down in one 
hundred and five groups, of all denominations, 
to study God’s Word. In the first class, over 
four hundred young men have been converted. 
In Igog, at the Thirteenth Annual Convention 
of the World-Wide Baraca Union, held in the 
First Presbyterian Church at Asheville, N. C., 
twelve hundred delegates were present. It 
was reported that nearly seven thousand five 
hundred men have joined the churches in the 
past year. 
&* 


How to Organize 


As has been said, Bible classes do the most 
effective work when organized in classes for 
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men and classes for women. It has been found 
that men make the best teachers for Baraca 
classes and women as teachers for Philathea 
classes. As the nucleus for such a class, ask 
all the persons whom you can interest to meet 
you for a social time and to discuss ways and 
means. ‘These young people should be over 
sixteen years of age and as near the same age 
as possible, and great care should be exercised 
not to invite people who are not nearly of the 
same age. Literature should be distributed at 
the first meeting and a sentiment created for a 
large class. Free literature can be had from 
Syracuse, N. Y. Some one can be secured 
from a near-by organized class to present 
the advantages of organization in class work. 
After one or two meetings of those inter- 
ested, an effort should be made to secure as 
large a charter membership as possible. It 
would be proper to set the limit for charter 
members at a high figure, so that all present 
should become interested. 

A partial organization could be effected at 


this time by the selection of a temporary presi- 
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dent, secretary, and treasurer. A temporary 
organization could be made a great enlisting 
force by having each one present pledged to 
bring into the class at least five persons who 
do not attend Sunday-school. The under- 
standing could be that when a certain number 
had been secured a banquet would be held, at 
which time a committee could report the con- 
stitution, and the election of new officers could 
take place. "This banquet should be the best 
that can be provided, and the toasts after the 
banquet should be given by one or two of the 
best speakers that can be secured,—if possible 
obtain men outside the membership of your 
own church. At this time a contest for new 
members could be arranged, two captains choos- 
ing sides, each of which should strive to bring 
in the larger number of members during the 
next month, the winning side receiving some 
honor from the class. Another good plan is to 
divide the class into sections of ten, each ten 
being commanded by a captain. ‘These sec- 
tions should be selected from those who live in 


the same neighborhood. The captain will 
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have charge of these ten, organizing his com- 
pany, so he may know the reason if one is 
absent from the meeting of the class, and 
keeping his ten alert to the fact that they are 
responsible for the attendance each Sunday of 
their section. Every three months the section 
captains are expected to report, and recogni- 
tion made in some manner by the president 
and the class of the section having the best 
average attendance. 

A hustlers’ or ‘‘seven-day.’’? committee may 
be organized, which will look for new mem- 
bers outside of the regular church attendants. 
A little invitation card can be printed, with a 
design of the class emblem and an invitation 
to attend the sessions of the class during the 
Sunday-school hour. If a stranger comes into 
the town one of their number should call upon 
him the day that he begins his work, and one 
each day after for a week. The follow- 
ing Sunday the committee should report, the 
teacher allowing five minutes of his time for 
such reports. How these reports come in is 
well illustrated by the following report, which 
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was recently made in a Baraca Bible class in 
the southland. ‘The chairman of the hustlers’ 
committee (by invitation of the president of 
the class) rose, and, coming before the class, 
said he wished to give a report of the hustlers’ 
committee for the past week. He said, “‘ Mr. 
George Jones went to work Monday morning 
for the City Hardware Company. Being a 
stranger in town, our hustlers began to hustle 
for him the first day. Who saw Mr. Jones 
on Monday ?*’ : 

A young man arose and said, “‘I called on 
Mr. Jones Monday, presenting our class card 
of invitation, for which he thanked me.”’ 

‘“Tnesday ?” 

Another man arose and said, “‘I called on 
him Tuesday, presented our card, and he said 
he was much obliged.”’ 

““ Wednesday?” 

**T called on Mr. Jones Wednesday. Hesaid 
that two other men had called upon him this 
week, and he thought we were a live class.”” 

‘“’Thursday ?”? 

**T called upon Mr. Jones Thursday. He 
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said three men had called on him this week 
and he thought we must be a great class and 
he would be here to-day.”’ 

“* Priday ?”’ 

“Mr. Jones was very much surprised when 
I called on him Friday, and said he would 
certainly be here to-day, and he was very much 
pleased at the number of invitations he had 
teceived.”’ 

“* Saturday ?”’ 

“*T called Saturday, and Mr. Jones said that 
he would either have to come to this class on 
Sunday or move out of town.”’ 

“Well, who went to see Mr. Jones to-day ?”’ 

“J called upon Mr. Jones this morning and 
found him in bed, but I waited until he had 
his breakfast and dressed, and here he is,”’ said 
a man, as he reached down and lifted the 
stranger to his feet. 

The entiré class here arose and gave him a 
Baraca welcome by clapping their hands. 

This is only an example of what has been 
done and is being done in hundreds of Bible 


classes for men and women throughout the 
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land. It is related that one man was called 
upon fifty-six times and that on the fifty- 
seventh time he accepted the invitation, came 
to the class and joined it, and to-day is one of 
the pillars of the church. In many classes a 
little attendance slip is given each member or 
visitor as he enters the room at the lesson hour 
on Sunday. This is taken up by the secretary, 
who enters both members and visitors upon the 
class ledger. ‘These attendance slips are made 
to register the attendance, whether the members 
attended church, and whether they have their 


Class Ledger 
JANUARY 


M. A. Hudson 
130 Seneca 


1 Means present. 
2 At church Sunday morning. 
3 At church Sunday evening. 
4 Had Bible. 

1-2-3-4 Perfect record. 
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BARACA BIBLE CLASS 
LO? 


EXNOOT ESS eccucaosesneacatasceatcevessisseas totdeeetececoes 


ATTENDED CHURCH 
UN GAY ANON Oie.noseece -siececcassceseccescelmssacess 
UN aye CVCiI Nes sersncemes lane ecueeceucenceaseetees 


Paver Ei Dlenwitie tel cacrscaccces.csseesec ren eneecs « 


... VISITORS... 
(We are glad to have you with us.) 


UNGGTESSe is eeee.csseres Rett Sai ais Aer a a 


Are you a member of any class ?............406 

If you are not a member of any other class 
and would like to join us, fill out the upper half of 
this sheet. 


Baraca Supply Co., Syracuse, N. Y. 
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Bible. ‘The ledger has a place also for visi- 
tors, with their street and number. ‘The sec- 
retary enters upon a large ledger the following : 
after each name, under the proper date, 1 for 
attendance at Sunday-school ; 2 for attendance 
at morning service; 3 for attendance at evening 
service; and 4 for bringing Bible. The mem- 
ber having all four numbers after his name is 
entitled to special mention in the secretary’s 
report at the close of the class hour, because 
he has a perfect record. ‘The names under 
‘‘Visitors’’ are placed upon a separate list in 
the class ledger with merely the figure 1, to 
show attendance. 

This list, together with the names of other 
‘‘may be’’ members, is called the class mail- 
ing list, and invitations to class socials and 
other social events are sent from this list. ‘The 
list should be as large as possible, as it forms a 
basis for future members. After the lesson 
hour all visitors’ cards are given to the teacher 
of the class, who writes a cordial letter inviting 
the visitor to the class next Sunday and assur- 
ing him of a hearty welcome. ‘This letter is 
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mailed so that the young man will receive it 
early Monday, and on Monday evening two 
members of the visiting committee should 
call at his door, leaving him another card 
of invitation, saying that they were glad 
to see him in the class the Sunday before, 
and asking him to come to any special 
meetings of the class during the week and 
to the class next Sunday. It will be found 
an easy matter to attract a large number toa 
Baraca Bible class for men, or a Philathea 
class for women, by using these businesslike 
methods. Many churches have been aroused 
by the formation of these classes and some 
which were barely keeping up an existence 
have been transformed into beehives of Chris- 
tian work. ‘The 3300 Baraca and 2000 Phila- 
thea classes in the United States have proved 
a power in as many churches, showing that by 
a few tactful methods these Bible classes can 
reach a large membership, and that they are 
among the most important branches of work 
in the church. Of course, attracting a large 


number to a Bible class is not the main object 
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of the class, but a large number of men and 
women can be reached for church membership, 
if they are-in these classes. After the classes 
are formed and the membership has grown to 
large proportions it will be found necessary to 
‘keep them at work,” or the membership will 


soon fall off. 
48 
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How to Keep Men in Bible Study 


HE motto of the three hundred and fifty 
ap thousand members of the World-Wide 
Baraca Union is, ‘‘ We do things.’’ In this 
motto and platform lies the best solution of this 
important problem. Keeping the men doing 
things, and at work for men, and getting on fire 
for God by the study of his Word, is the best 
solution of keeping them in the Bible class. 
It shows the necessity of activity for each 
member if we aim to sustain a large and suc- 
cessful Bible class. It has been found that 
men will not be interested and do active work 
in alarge Bible class with any degree of enthu- 
siasm unless they are allowed a separate class- 
room in which they can be taught. It is also 
found best to give this room into the control 
of the class organization. It has been found 
that classes having such a room and being held 
responsible for its maintenance and activities 
are the most prosperous. ‘This room they will 
soon make so attractive that it will become a 
magnet to draw in their companions to the 
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class. Such aroom should be well carpeted, 
with curtains, easy and rocking chairs, pol- 
ished tables, roller-top desks, and pictures upon 
the wall. Some classes have pictures of their 
teacher and group pictures of the class, with 
maps and a blackboard. The following mot- 
toes have been found very helpful in many 
classes: our national platform, ‘‘ Young men 
at work for young men, all standing by the 
Bible and the Bible School’’; our national 
motto, ‘‘We do things—I can do all things 
through Christ which strengtheneth me’’; 
‘“What kind of a class would this class be, if 
every member was just like me?’’ ‘‘ You are 
a stranger here only once’’; ‘‘Others’’; ‘‘ Do 
your best, where you are, with what you have, 
for Jesus Christ, to-day.’’ ‘Twhese cards have 
been printed by the Baraca Supply Company 
and are used in thousands of Baraca classes. 

Some classes have a Bible stand with a class 
Bible, while other classes have Bibles for every 
one present. This room should be under the 
care of a room committee, one of the mem- 


bers of which can be from the Sunday-school, 
52 


How to Keep Men in Bible Study 


which has supervision over the Sunday-school 
work. With this first requisite for keeping 
men at work for men should be added, ‘‘Organi- 
zation.’’ No equipment can take the place of 
organization and make a success of the class. 
The class should be organized with a constitu- 
tion of its own formation and officers elected by 
the class. Only after organization and elec- 
tion have taken place is the class equipped for 
a successful work. ‘To these must be added 
at once an active business system. Men are 
accustomed during the week, whether em- 
ployed in office, store, or shops, to a business 
system. If on Sunday they are not met with 
this same life they are not interested, and will 
soon lose respect for the class that fails to pro- 
vide it. The officers elected expect to do the 
work the class has elected them to perform. 
The president should always preside, both at 
business meetings and also at the Sunday les- 
son hour. ‘The secretary should keep the 
minutes of the business-meeting and also the 
attendance of the class at the church services 


as well as the Sunday-school, reporting ab- 
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sentees to the membership committee, and the 
visitors and their addresses to the teacher, who 
should write or cause to be written a kind letter 
thanking the visitors for their attendance and 
inviting them to come again. The secretary 
should give all the notices in the class, and the 
treasurer should handle all the funds. The 
president and all the officers and teacher 
should form the class cabinet, before which all 
plans and resolutions should be brought before 
discussion by the class. Such a class would 
be likely to do business at each meeting that 
would call every member into activity. Espe- 
cially on Sunday should businesslike pro- 
cedure mark the class activities and teaching, 
but no business should be done on Sunday. A 
glimpse of an active Bible class perhaps would 
best illustrate this: 

We ate in aroom fitted with all the comforts 
of a parlor,—pictures on the walls, easy chairs, 
maps, and a blackboard, upon which is dis- 
played these words, ‘‘ Next Sunday, the last 
day in the year, is our Decision Day ; pray for 
it.’? Under that is the record of the attend- 
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ance contest with the Philathea Bible class, 
and upon the wall back of the president’s 
table, where all can see it, is the platform of 
the National Union, ‘‘ Young men at work for 
young men, all standing by the Bible and the 
Bible School.’’? ‘The room says, ‘‘ Welcome’”’ 
in its very cheerfulness. The class files in 
from the opening exercises of the main school 
and is called to order by the president, who 
says, ‘‘Good morning, gentlemen,’’ and ‘‘Good 
morning, Mr. President”’ is the quick response 
of the class. Prayer is offered by one of the 
members, the class standing, and closing with 
the Lord’s Prayer inconcert. ‘The attendance 
slips are passed, signed, and collected by the 
secretary while the treasurer is taking the 
offering. The president inquires if there are 
any sick, in trouble, or in need of work, and the 
secretary is directed to give the notices for the 
week. ‘The president then gives the teacher 
one-half hour for the lesson, which is closed 
by prayer. 

There are many ways in which this lesson 


can be taught, but it has been found best in 
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men’s Bible classes to use the members of the 
class as much as possible. Some one is asked 
to tell the story of the connection between the 
last lesson and the present one, another tells 
the story of the lesson in his own words or 
reads the lesson from a ‘Twentieth Century 
New Testament, the class following with their 
Bibles. Right here the teacher can ask for 
hard questions on the lesson, and ask a few 
questions from those who have prepared during 
the week, the teacher having written a week 
before to these men to be ready. ‘The man 
who is ready gives the best verse, and another 
the best thought of the lesson. The wise 
teacher uses his class in this manner as much 
as possible, and closes with a practical appli- 
cation of the lesson to the life of every person 
in the room. ‘The lessons have been interest- 
ing because men have been prepared and 
studied their part during the preceding week. 
After the teacher takes his seat, and he should 
not be allowed to occupy more than the thirty 
minutes allotted him, the president asks the 
secretary for the number present. As he re- 
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sponds, ‘‘One hundred and eight members 
present, eight visitors, and one new member, 
Mr. George Jones,’’? the president asks Mr. 
Jones to rise and, requesting the man who sits 
next to him to give him a warm Baraca grip, 
says, ‘‘ We are glad to have you join our class 
to-day, Mr. Jones, and we hope to do you a lot 
of good, and that you will be of great benefit 
to-is.2) 

The new member thus received knows for 
certain that he has joined something and be- 
comes interested at once. In the old-fashioned 
Bible class, without organization, he could 
join the class every Sunday fora year and at 
the end of the year he would not be certain 
that he was a member, even if he continued 
with the class. "The president then asks for 
the treasurer’s report, after which all rise and re- 
peat the national platform from the card on the 
wall. The president directs every member to 
shake hands with Mr. Jones, the new member, 
and with each of the eight visitors, until the 
gong sounds from the main room, which will 
_ close the social hour and the class proceeds to 
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the main room for closing exercises. Oncea 
month the teacher will be called upon to give 
to the chairman of the hustlers’ committee 
five minutes of his lesson half-hour for a 
report. 

The wise president seeks to have every 
member tpon some committee or doing some 
special work, and a large proportion of the suc- 
cess of the class depends upon the number of 
members who are doing something for the class. 
A proper emblem or pin should be worn every 
day in the week by each member, so the class 
will be thoroughly advertised. The Baraca 
pin has been used more than any other, being 
a Bible name and not understood until ques- 
tions are asked. ‘The very fact that a person 
has to ask what Baraca means and what it is, 
creates an interest in the questioner and leads 
him to accept the invitation to visit the class. 
There is no drawing power in naming a class 
after its teacher, or in using a class number, 
and such classes will in time become failures 
from this cause. We show here a Young 


Men’s Baraca class pin, and the Young 
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Women’s Philathea class pin. Printed mat- 
ter, constitutions, invitation cards with a pic- 
ture of this pin, or of the class at work in 


ss) 


HILATHEA.-: 


their room, are made much of in well-organ- 
ized and successful classes. These cards 
should be of a high order, ‘‘ too good to throw 
away and small enough for the vest pocket.’’ 
Some classes have a beautiful booklet giving 
the history of the class and sometimes of the 
school, church, and pastor. Some of these 
booklets contain a list of the Sunday-school . 
officers and every officer and member in the 
class. Some classes give the name and ad- 
dress of each member, together with occu- 
pation, telephone number, etc. The classes 
making the most of printed matter almost 
invariably are the classes which are most act- 
ive and useful in other lines. 
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At Work for Young Men 


The Bible, as shown in the national plat- 
form, is the foundation for every Bible class and 
should be taught every Sunday, never allowing 
a speaker to use the time unless he uses the 
Bible, but even then the class will not attain 
to the greatest of success without some form of 
social life. As the room becomes attractive in 
its equipment and the men become active in the 
work of the class, they will want to make the 
room their headquarters one or more nights 
during the week. This is the beginning of the 
social life of the class and should be encouraged 
in every way possible, and it is not a detriment 
to the object of the class, which is the conver- 
sion of its members. It has been found that 
social life, when rightly conducted in the Bible 
class room, is one of the best means to bring 
the men to Christ. Begin the social life of the 
class with an occasional social, excursion, 
trolley or sleigh-ride, a picnic, lecture, or 
entertainment. ‘These social events should be 


of the highest order,—the very best being none 
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too good. Another good plan for the organ- 
ized class is to observe all the holidays of the 
year by a rally day on their nearest Sunday; 
the Sundays nearest Washington’s Birthday, 
Easter, Fourth of July, fall Rally Day, 
Thanksgiving, and Christmas, can be made 
special rally days and be a great benefit to the 
class. Also celebrate ‘‘Mothers’’’ day the 
second Sunday in May. Letters of invitation 
should be sent to all members of the class, all 
visitors, and all ‘‘may be’’ members, whose 
names are on the mailing list, and who are 
not members of any other class. ‘The invita- 
tion may read like this: 


““Washington’s birthday will be observed next Sunday 
by the Baraca Bible class of the North Church, and it is 
expected two hundred men will be present. Patriotic 
songs will be sung and every one will receive a souvenir 
of the occasion. We want you to be present and offer 
you a cordial welcome, an easy chair, and short talks on 
the lesson by our members and teacher.” 


The souvenir may be a small hatchet cut 
from a sheet of white celluloid and tied to the 


buttonhole of each coat with a blue ribbon, 
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this showing the class colors. Hearts and 
crosses can be the form of the souvenir of 
other rally days. 

Very much can be done ina half-hour on 
Sunday by a wise teacher, but it is too short a 
time to touch every member of the class and 
bring them to, Christ. The well-regulated 
class will have its room open at least one 
night in the week if it is found impossible to 
open itevery night. It should be well lighted 
and in charge of a competent room committee, 
who have power to decide what papers, games, 
or social events are used. It is safe to have 
the Sunday-school superintendent or teacher 
chairman of this committee. Many classes 
take the daily papers and the best magazines, 
and have letter heads printed with the class 
officers’ names and addresses and the class pin. 
Have a male quartet and an orchestra formed 
in the class and a class song provided for these 
evenings. These need not be strictly religious 
songs, but should be passed upon by the room 
committee before using. The Baraca Supply 


Company have published a song-book for 
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Adult Bible classes with two departments in 
it,—a gospel song department, and a social 
department composed of college and patriotic 
songs as well as class songs for the social 
hour. After having the room open one 
evening a week, for a few months, it can be 
determined if the class would like it open 
every evening. If such is the case, let the 
members if they wish have a debate, using 
the musical element of the class to open and 
close the meeting. Many classes let this 
debate take the form of a mock city council, 
having a mayor and full board of aldermen. 

The mayor is supposed for good reasons to 
veto every ordinance presented by the alder- 
men. Every bill comes before the aldermena 
week after it has been vetoed and requires a 
two-thirds vote to pass it over the veto. Every 
alderman has a right to the floor, and is ex- 
pected to speak for or against every bill. One 
class, after holding a city council of twelve 
weeks found they had spent sixty-four mil- 
lions of dollars, but that their city was the 


most beautiful in existence. Street-cars run- 
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ning twenty-four hours a day and free to all 
tax-payers and silver-plated water fountains on 
every corner, to which were attached free tele- 
phones, were some of the improvements of 
this model city. These debates had a tendency 
to attract very many men and to educate those 
who took parts Another evening the class 
had a free lecture course asking their banker, 
dentist, lawyer, merchant, or traveler for a 
twenty-minute talk, which was supplemented 
with music by the male quartet or the orches- 
tra, or both. A Bible club, taking one of the 
Gospels, was found a good thing, and alsoa 
class prayer-meeting attracted the men. An 
old-fashioned singing school for ten weeks was 
a great success for the adults of the Bible 
school. Open house on New-year’s Day with 
a reception part of the day, after which the 
members can go in a body and visit the pastor, 
teacher, and friends. Many classes visit some 
mission or charitable institution where an 
offering is left or a song sung. On Christmas 
the class should be taught to make an offering 


for the needy. 
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Baraca day, which celebrates the founding 
of the first class on October 20, 1890, is also a 
good rally day. 

One Christmas Eve a class of one hundred 
and fifty members marched down the aisle of 
the church, each member carrying a sack of 
flour upon his shoulder, and the 150 sacks were 
made into a pyramid upon the platform. An- 
other class had a clothes-line across the front 
of the room, and as each marched by he hung 
a dollar bill on the line until over $100 was 
hung up to dry. Field days, bicycle, base-, 
basket-, and football clubs are also formed in 
the classes. In time a fully equipped gymna- 
sium may be found a necessity for many a 
class. A yearly class banquet, which should 
be the greatest local event of the year, should 
be held. ‘This banquet should be of the high- 
est order, and both the menu and the speakers 
should be the best the class can afford. Many 
cities have federations of all Baraca classes in 
their city and they can be of much use when 
properly formed. In Syracuse the Baraca City 
Union has sixty-one Baraca classes with about 
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three thousand members. ‘The Philathea class 
has also a city Union in this city, of forty-four 
classes. "These unions have quarterly meet- 
ings, field days, picnics, union prayer-meetings, 
etc. It has been found that a city union 
attracts the attention of those who do not at- 
tend Sunday-school and makes it easier to build 
up the classes. To keep men in our Sunday- 
school it is absolutely necessary to have still 
another department of work, which is the 
spiritual department. It has been found that 
those classes having a good social life, and 
business life that enters into their Bible study 
on Sunday, also have a healthy spiritual life. 
The main object of our Bible classes should be 
the conversion of all the members. It is less 
trouble to hold a man in the Bible class after 
he has yielded himself to Christ than before 
he was converted. If our object is to securea 
large number of Christian men as members, 
we must use the social life as a special means 
to that end. Each class which uses a room 
during the week closes that room upon the 


church prayer-meeting night. It has been 
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found that these men can be induced to attend 
the prayer-meeting if a place is set apart for 
the special use of that class. Some corner can 
be known as the class corner, and perhaps a 
sign to that effect can be placed upon the wall. 
The class members have the exclusive use of 
this corner, and as long as they fill the chairs 
others are expected to sit elsewhere. The 
wise pastor who wishes to interest and keep 
the Baraca corner active and full of men will 
ask the class to sing the first verse of a hymn 
while the audience will join in the chorus, and 
in this way give the class a chance to take 
some part in the meeting. Taking part in the 
meeting seems to hold the young men and 
keep up the interest. The male quartet can 
be used to advantage in this way and will 
readily give one or two selections at each 
prayer-meeting. Some pastors ask the Baraca 
orchestra to furnish the music for the prayer 
service at least once a month. Many churches 
are reserving a few of the church pews at the 
morning and evening service for the exclusive 
use of the Baraca class for men, and the Phila- 
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thea class also have a place for women. ‘To 
arouse an interest in these services the young 
men are asked to form an ushers’ association, to 
take full charge of the ushering and to receive 
the offering. Besides this they are asked to 
appoint a committee, called the vestibule com- 
mittee, who will be present early enough to 
shake hands and welcome every man, woman, 
and child who comes to these services. Here 
they have an opportunity to seek the men who 
are strangers in their class, and should imme- 
diately give them an invitation card and invite 
them to the class session. These plans serve 
to introduce to the church a live element 
which will be of great service and also hold 
the men in the church as well as in the Sun- 
day-school. Many classes which have moder- 
ate or even poor teachers can be held together 
and made of great service when kept busy by 
these activities. The large classes of the 
world are using these plans with success, and 
these plans with a good teacher will soon 
bring large results. 
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HE Sunday hour of the Bible class being 

the most important hour of its life, and 

one in which every member of the class should 
be reached and interested, it should have 
brought into it the best thoughts of both 
teacher and members. Equipment is neces- 
sary for this most important service, but it is 
often forgotten. Every Bible class of any size 
‘should be provided with one or more assistant 
teachers, to whom can be given each week 
work upon the next Sunday’s lesson. Every 
classroom should be provided with plenty of 
Bibles, which can be purchased cheaply and 
placed in the hands of a special officer, who 
may be designated as the Bible librarian. His 
duty should be to have the Bible open at the 
lesson, face downward, upon every chair in the 
room, thus making it easy for the class to find 
thelesson. After the lesson these Bibles should 
‘ be cared for by the same officer, who will put 
them away for the next Sunday. In many 
classes a fine Oxford Bible is given to every 
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one who attends every Sunday-school session 
fora year. ‘The class treasurer is authorized 
to set aside a certain amount of the offerings 
each Sunday for this purpose. A good map 
should be hung in every Bible class room. It 
should be the best map obtainable. To my 
mind there is no better map made than Stout’s 
Wall Map, which costs but little, 50 cents for 
paper and $1.00 for a full mounted cloth map, 
which is better. These maps can be obtained 
from many publishers, or from the Baraca Sup- 
ply Co., Syracuse, N. Y. No class can afford 
to be without a good blackboard for the use of 
the teacher. A fine blackboard is the Pin- 
cushion blackboard made in Philadelphia, Pa., 
by E. Richmond, 219 Mint Arcade. 
Discussion questions are being published by 
many of our publishing houses, and they can 
be made of great service in the teaching of the 
lesson. ‘These questions are for the scholars 
to ask the teacher, and the wise teacher, instead 
of replying, will often refer them to different 
members of the class. At a meeting in an 
eastern city, where the question of teaching 
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the class was the topic, several members of a 
large and flourishing class said to the writer, 
“Our teacher thinks we do not know any- 
thing.’’? Upon inquiry I found the students 
really wanted to study the lesson and to bring 
the results into the class and to discuss them. 
The teacher preferred to lecture the class, and 
so there was a misfit, which after a time ruined 
the class attendance. ‘That for some lessons 
the lecture method is preferable there is no 
doubt, but for the majority of lessons the 
‘‘ Baraca idea’? of keeping every man at work 
should be effectively used in teaching, as in the 
conduct of the class. A deacon is reported to 
have said that he always noticed they had a 
good prayer-meeting when he took part. Itis 
often so with the members of our classes, and 
the more times the members take part the 
better they like the class. Many go away dis- 
appointed because they cannot tell what they 
know, or ask questions about what they want 
to know. <A failure to do this often causes 
them to lose interest in the class and finally 
to cease coming. 
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Another equipment for the Bible class can 
be had by appointing one of its brightest mem- 
bers to the office of Orientalist, and he will be 
prepared to give the oriental setting of the 
lesson. Another member can take the place 
of the dictionary and become a class dictionary, 
or a geography and point on the map where 
the lesson is for the day. He should be 
able to give the right pronunciation or 
meaning of any word as the teacher calls 
upon him from Sunday to Sunday. To 
properly keep up an interest in Bible study 
in the class it will be found necessary for 
the teacher to begin the study of the lesson 
some time in advance. Questions should be 
thought out on the lesson, such as the young 
man or woman would naturally ask. ‘These 
questions should be sent to four members or 
more with a request that they come prepared 
to answer them. Several others should be 
asked to help by asking a hard question on 
that lesson. Some one should be asked to give 
the intervening history, and some one else to 
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the class following in their own Bibles, or some 
scholar reading the lesson out of the Twentieth 
Century New Testament, and the class with 
their Bibles noting the differences. Another 
might be asked to give the best thought, and 
another to select the best verse. Other plans 
can be thought out by the teacher to interest 
and keep the members at work on the lesson. 
Not only will these plans teach Bible truths, 
but they will lead to the converting of unsaved 
members. 

An instance in my own class will demon- 
strate this, After teaching this class by the 
lecture method for a long time, I came to the 
conclusion that I was not obtaining the best 
results from my work, and I watched for an 
opportunity to improve it. One Sunday I 
noticed Mr. X, who seldom came to my class, 
and as he came in I decided, if possible, to get 
him interested in some way and save him. 
After a cordial handshake and a welcome, tell- 
ing him I was glad to see him again with us, 
I said to him, ‘‘I wonder if you would be kind 
enough to help me on the lesson next Sun- 
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day?’’ Somewhat surprised, he said he was 
not a student of the Bible, but he would do 
what he could if I did not ask too much. 

I told him I wanted him to ask me a hard 
question upon next Sunday’s lesson. He prom- 
ised that he would do this, saying, ‘‘I will get 
abigone.’? The next Sunday, upon invitation, 
he asked his hard question, and I, not think- 
ing, turned it over to a smart lawyer in the 
class, who answered it satisfactorily. After the 
lesson, as I thanked Mr. X for his kindness, 
he replied that he did not ask that question of 
the lawyer, but that he had asked me, so I at 
once told him to ask another next Sunday and 
I would surely answer it. He promised and 
during the week came into my store, full of 
interest over his part of the work, to tell me 
to sit up all night and study the lesson, for he 
had a “‘sticker’’ for me next Sunday. ‘The 
next Sunday he asked his question and I 
promptly answered it to the best of my ability. 

As I thanked him for this after the lesson I 
gave him a written question which I should 
ask him on the next Sunday, and I reminded 
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him that he had now been present three Sun- 
days in succession, something that had never 
happened before. He came the next Sunday 
as usual, and took part in the lesson discussion 
and answered his question when I asked it. 
This made four Sundays of attendance and 
participation in the lesson, and after the clos- 
ing exercises I congratulated him upon this 
fact. ‘To this he replied that he deserved no 
thanks and that he liked that way of studying 
the Bible, and that he would ‘‘do anything 
forme)” 

No one ever says that to me without my 
asking him, as I did Mr. X, ‘‘ Would you be 
a Christian for me?’’ In reply he said, “‘I 
am a member of another church now.’’ I at 
once told him that the fact of his belonging to 
a church was of very little importance unless 
he led a Christian life. I told him I had 
learned that he had been at a resort where he 
should not have been only that week, and that 
was upon the church prayer-meeting night. I 
warned him of the danger of visiting places 
of this character, and how many young men 
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have begun their road to ruin there. I closed 
by saying, ‘‘Mr. X, I can save you to-day, 
but if you continue to go to these places, in 
less than six months you will become so in- 
fatuated with them that no one can save you.”’ 
I concluded by an earnest appeal to him to 
repent and accept Christ as his Saviour. He 
said he would be glad to do this and, as all the 
class had retired, I told him to kneel and tell 
God what he had told me and I would believe 
him. After prayer, when he had settled it with 
God and began the new life, he told me that 
for three weeks he had felt that he was the 
most miserable man on earth, and that ever 
since he had studied his Bible he had been 
convicted of the sin in his life. His talk im- 
pressed me so that I decided that if studying 
the Bible even to find hard questions for the 
teacher would help the attendance and con- 
vict the student of sin, I should cease my 
lecture method from that time. 

That afternoon I wrote to several men, ask- 
ing them to help me by asking a hard question 

next Sunday upon the lesson. Several more 
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were asked to answer an enclosed question. 
One man was asked to give the intervening 
history, another to give the story of next Sun- 
day’s lesson in his own language. Another 
was asked to read from the Twentieth Century 
Bible next Sunday’s lesson while the class 
followed him in their own Bibles. Another I 
asked to give the best thought of the lesson, 
and another the best verse. I had fifteen men 
studying the lesson as soon as they received 
my letters, which reached them on Monday 
morning. My plan has varied very little since 
then. Mr. X and myself watched the men 
who were ‘“‘helping out’’ on the lesson, and 
after a few weeks one of us would ask them 
to accept Christ as their Saviour. We found 
many of them under conviction and ready 
for us to lead them to a decision for Christ. 
We found the Word of God was true; it was 
sharper than a two-edged sword, and the 
more men we had studying, the more men we 
had saved. Many of the three hundred men 
who were converted in the original Baraca 
Bible class came from the personal work done 
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by other members after they had studied the 
Word. Wesoon found the young men liked 
to discuss the lesson so much that the discus- 
sion was limited to one minute foreach. The 
last five or ten minutes of the lesson hour was 
given to the teacher for a direct application to 
the members’ lives, and the lesson was closed 
with a prayer. As said before, many of our 
very best Baraca and Philathea classes and 
perhaps all adult classes who have from one 
hundred members up are teaching by the lec- 
ture method, and keeping the members active 
and interested by other lines of work. ‘This 
keeps the class interest at a high pitch, which 
is dangerous unless the Bible study and spirit- 
ual life is behind it all to hold and strengthen 
it. Each class should have variety in teach- 
ing, but I would not advise that speakers be 
invited into any class to talk upon any sub- 
ject, no matter how good it is. ‘The Bible 
alone should be taught every Sunday of the 
year, and every member should have an open 
Bible before him. Let the helps and lesson 
papers be left at home. 
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While much may be done in the hour given 
on Sunday to Bible study, good Bible teaching 
should be supplemented by an occasional eve- 
ning Bible club during the week. At first it 
may be thought that such a class would not be 
a success, but like everything else it can be done 
for a short period occasionally during the year. 
It is found that such a club can be run success- 
fully if closed after an hour’s study and not more 
than ten or twelve weekly meetings. The ma- 
jority of our failures in past work are because, 
when we have anything which is a great suc- 
cess, we want it to go on forever, instead of 
closing it while it is successful and before it 
loses its charm to the members. It can be 
started a month later for another term of three 
months a good deal easier than to have it run 
along to its death. ‘These Bible clubs can be 
called the Monday Night Bible Club, the Din- 
ing-room Bible Club, or the Baraca Bible Club, 
and they should meet for a certain number of 
weeks and open at exactly the hours specified 
when formed. It should be continued for just 
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should close upon the hour. ‘This club should 
have for its members those who are anxious to 
know more of the Bible as a whole than is 
taught at the regular Sunday-school hour. It 
is not a good plan to have any one person who 
is such a good Bible student that the others 
who are present will be afraid to venture an 
opinion. ‘The best teacher or commentary to 
be used should be the Holy Spirit, and “‘he 
will guide you into all the truth.’ ‘The class 
should elect a president and a secretary and also 
a leader. Its equipment should include plenty 
of Bibles, pens, and ink. A definite time and 
a permanent place to meet should be arranged. 
The class should be invited both in a public 
manner and by public notice, and the one in- 
viting should be the most respected and con- 
secrated Bible student obtainable. 

The first Monday Night Bible Club in my 
own class was begun in a small way by my 
asking each one if he would like such a class. 
Out of one hundred and fifty members I found 
scarcely ten who were enthusiastic, but I de- 
termined to start it if only six came to join. 
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Next Sunday the announcement was made 
that the Monday Evening Bible Club would 
meet and all were invited to join. The fee 
for entrance was to tell why the Gospel of 
John was written, as we were to study that 
Gospel. ‘The members were to tell from the 
Gospel the reason of its being written, and in 
this manner we had them all read the Gospel 
of John except one chapter. This was prob- 
ably more than they had ever read before at 
one sitting, as they had to read to John 20: 31 
before they could find the reason John wrote it. 
Among other things, they were told to 
bring their Bibles, and if they did not like the 
club after the first meeting they need not feel 
obliged tocome again. ‘To our surprise seven- 
teen men gathered around the long dining- 
room table upon which the Bibles, pens, ink, 
and paper were placed, and after repeating in 
concert John 20:31, all bowed their heads upon 
the table and offered prayer, beginning with 
the president and going around the table. 
After the president, secretary, and leader 
were elected, the roll wascalled by the secretary, 
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and as each responded he told the number of 
minutes or hours he had studied the lesson, 
every one having pledged to study thirty min- 
utes at least during the week. Beginning with 
the president, the books of the Bible were then 
repeated around the table. After a few weeks 
of this drill it was found that each one could 
repeat the books of the Bible without an error, 
and we began to repeat them backward from 
Revelation to Genesis. After the books could 
be repeated in this way we began to bound the 
books, one naming a book and the class bound- 
ing it by giving the book before and after the 
book named. For this normal exercise ten 
minutes of the one hour of Bible study was 
allowed. . 

After the normal work, the leader was 
given the class for instruction in the Gospel 
of John. ‘They find out where the Gospel 
was written, when, why, and how, also who 
wrote it, and its relation to Christ. Opening 
the Bible to the first chapter of John, it is read 
around the table, each member reading a 


verse. At the conclusion the leader asks for 
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a name for this chapter that will tell what the 
chapter is about and identify it. Beginnings, 
Eureka, and Findings chapter are suggested. 
Before the vote is taken the president asks 
those who have suggested these names to arise 
and tell why these names should be selected for 
this chapter. ‘The roll is called, and Findings 
was selected and the name written above the 
chapter in their Bibles, and also upon the 
following diagraphic map, which had been 
supplied to all the class. 


& 


Findings was selected as the best name be- 
cause John found Christ, his disciples found 
Christ, and Christ found the disciples, and they 
all found each other. Again the chapter was 
read verse by verse around the table, and the 
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twelfth verse was voted as the best verse in the 
chapter. The twelfth verse was enclosed in 
brackets in each Bible, and V-12 placed upon 
the map. Some onesuggested that Christ was 
called sixteen different names in this chapter, 
and so these names were numbered in each 
Bible and the fact recorded on the map. ‘The 
name selected for the second chapter was Cana 
and the best verse the eleventh. ‘The third 
chapter was Nicodemus and the best verse the 
sixteenth, and so on through the book. In 
the second chapter it was found that the first 
miracle or sign was recorded, and we were sur- 
prised at the close of the study at the few signs 
recorded in this book. We found that twelve 
chapters gave a record of three years of Christ’s 
life and the last nine chapters about twenty- 
four hours. Many other interesting things 
were learned in this study and the interest in- 
creased at each meeting. In twelve weeks the 
entire Gospel had been studied and the class 
could readily tell the important events in each 
chapter, and was familiar with the contents of 


the entire book. 
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The next Bible Club was upon the Gospel of 
Matthew, which was studied in a similar man- 
ner, only the names chosen were alphabetically 
arranged. ‘The first chapter, being the A chap- 
ter, was called by a name beginning with A; 
the second chapter B, etc., as follows: Chap- 
ter I was named A, or Ancestry chapter, as it 
dealt with the ancestry of Christ. The best 
verse was selected in this chapter, and the 
second chapter, or B chapter, was named Boy- 
hood chapter, as it told of the boyhood of 
Christ. Tshe third chapter, or C chapter, was 
named Confession chapter, for they went down 
tothe Jordan confessing their sins. The fourth 
chapter, or the D chapter, was called the Devil 
chapter, as it told where Christ was tempted of 
the Devil. In this way all the chapters of the 
Gospel were named and the best verses marked. 
When we reached the letter X it was referred 
to a committee, who brought in the word 
’xpectation, a word which fitted the chapter 
to perfection. Many other books of the Bible 
have been gone over since in a similar manner 
by these clubs, which have gone out all over 
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the world in our Baraca and Philathea Bible 
classes. 

One of the most instructive of these studies 
was the Acts of the Apostles. Here a map of 
Paul’s journeys was purchased and we traced 
Paul as he went on his three tours. Whenever 
we came to a place where he wrote an epistle 
we marked that place in our Bible and studied 
that epistle for a fewlessons. This showed us 
many things in Paul’s life, and how he could 
write joyful things under adverse circum- 
stances. After a while the members of our 
Monday Night Bible Club became personal 
workers, having committed Scripture to mem- 
ory which could be used to help the unsaved 
to believe in Christ. This, with our secret 
service, became a great personal workers’ band 
which brought hundreds into our church. The 
membership was never less than seventeen, and 
often as many as thirty-eight members. 
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ANY teachers of large Bible classes 

who are counted a great success in 

the Sunday-school are failures in their work 
before God, for lack of winning men to Christ. 
All would rejoice to do this for him, and many 
would pay any price if they could only bring 
it to pass. ‘To many teachers this bringing of 
their members to Christ seems an impossibility. 
They do not seem to realize that they are to be 
a channel of blessing through which the Holy 
Spirit will work, and that they are 
together with God,’’ and that he is more inter- 
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ested in the salvation of their scholars than 
they ever can be. When we cease to think 
that the work is our work and remember it is 
his work, then we begin to put ourselves where 
he can use us. It has also been found that the 
members of our classes are interested in win- 
ning the unconverted to Christ only when the 
teacher is. ‘They are waiting for a plan or an 
object lesson from the teacher, so they may 
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know just how to approach their unconverted 
brothers. 

In over 5000. Baraca and Philathea Bible 
classes the work of the Secret Service has 
been introduced, and every day at noon 
from ten to twenty thousand young men and 
women are asking God for the salvation of 
their unconverted members. ‘This secret ser- 
vice came as the result of a great longing to 
see the unconverted men in our Bible class 
converted, and the lack of any definite way 
in which to doit. ‘The class at that time was 
at the top of success in point of numbers, and 
were rejoicing at an average attendance for 
three months of ninety-two. 

The teacher did not rejoice with the class, 
as he had been for the past three months 
trying to lead the men to a decision for 
Christ, but failure seemed to be upon his 
every effort, as they said they were not 
ready just yet. Finally, calling four Chris- 
tian members of the class aside, he told 
them of his discouragement. ‘They at once 
proposed that a pledge be made to pray ata 
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stated hour each day for the unconverted men 
in the class. They also proposed that all 
pledge to speak to those for whom they were 
praying, and that they should meet once a 
month and pray aloud for the class. After 
each one had written this pledge and signed 
it, they decided to make this a matter of secrecy 
from the class and so they called it the ‘‘ Secret 


Service.’ 
Pledge 


My SECRET SERVICE 
(Marr. vi: 13, 14.) 

1. I pledge to pray for the unconverted 
members of our Bible Class every day at 
noon, or as soon thereafter as I remember 
this pledge. 

2. I pledge to make a list of those to whom 
I will speak, and to work and pray for them. 

3. I will meet the secret service members 
once a month and pray aloud with them, and 
do all in my power to help bring -..-----.-::--00 
members to Christ within the next six 
months. 


Before leaving the room the five men signed 


the pledge, and kneeling in a circle, they all 
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prayed aloud for the names they were to put 
upon the back of the pledge. 

Some of these signers had never offered 
prayer aloud before in public, but all arose 
and said they wished they could have this 
little meeting every Sunday. ‘The teacher 
told them that they had signed the pledge to 
meet secretly once a month and that they 
should wait a month before the next meeting, 
but to be sure to pray at 12 o’clock noon 
each day and see what God would do. ‘They 
prayed earnestly every noon until on Wed- 
nesday night (to their surprise !) the first one 
to take part in the church prayer-meeting was 
one of their unconverted men, and one of the 
men whose name was upon three of the five 
signed secret-service pledges, and for whom 
they had been praying each noon for three 
days. As he arose in the Baraca corner of the 
church prayer-room he said he had never felt 
that he was a sinner until this week, and he 
wanted to be a Christian, and asked our prayers. 
This young man had been asked by the teacher 
the week previous to decide for Christ, and he 
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had said, ‘‘I am as good as any church mem- 
ber,’ and he nearly told the truth. It was a. 
great surprise to us that God answered the 
prayer so quickly, and that this young man 
was led to a decision through our secret ser- 
vice. 

After the prayer-meeting another secret- 
service prayer-meeting was held and this young 
man took part and was converted. We were 
very much pleased at the effort put forth by 
the secret service in adding a new member to 
our ranks from only three days of service, and 
in our enthusiasm we printed 1,000 of these 
pledges and gave each Bible class that would 
use them a few copies for trial. Since that 
there have been at times two bands of secret 
service in our Baraca class, but unknown to 
each other. In this class 400 men have been 
converted, and the majority of them have come 
because of the prayers and the personal work 
of the secret-service members. These pledges 
are printed now 30,000 at a time by the Ba- 
raca Supply Co., Syracuse, N. Y., and are free 
to any who will ask for them and agree to use 
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them in the Bible class. Any class, no matter 
what their name or nature, can use them if 
they can pray. Over 400,000 of these pledges 
have been mailed, to every state in the Union, 
to Canada, England, Japan, and Australia, and 
they are printed now in the Japanese, Mexi- 
can, and Italian languages. last year over 
7000 men were converted in the Baraca classes 
alone, largely through the use of this pledge. 
A beautiful pledge in class colors can now be 
had from the Supply Company at a nominal 
price. This pledge has been adopted by 
the International Sunday School Association. 
Copies are distributed through the state Sun- 
day-school associations. "The Baracas, Phila- 
theas, Yoke Bearers, Delta Alphas, and all 
adult classes are using this pledge with great 
success. It not only calls for prayer, but also 
for direct personal work, and the coming to- 
gether once a month of its members for 
prayer with each other strengthens them in 
their work. 

The teacher often misses the best plan of 
bringing his members to a decision for Christ 
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by not using the great power which he has 
gained by associating with the unconverted 
member and getting his confidence. Some- 
times one can teach for a long time and not 
get into sympathy with the members, and thus 
lose this great power. We forget what Paul 
said, ‘‘I am become all things to all men, that 
I may by all means save some.’’? We may not 
care for a great many of the things that are 
very dear to those in our classes who are un- 
converted, and not being in touch with their 
lives and not having their confidence, we lose 
the power that wins them to God. We should 
aim to cultivate a spirit of interest and friend- 
liness that we may gain their confidence, and 
when that is done we have half won them to 
Christ. 

To be a successful soul-winner we must 
many times lay aside our own selfish lik- 
ings for particular things and learn to like 
some of the things others care for, but which 
do not appeal to us. We find those classes 
that have receptions and games and social 
evenings are very successful in winning men 
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to Christ, when followed by prayer and per- 
sonal work. As the new members come in 
the class some may like to debate, or they 
may be fond of music or many other things 
which we do not care for. We should have 
a place for these men in our male quartet or 
orchestra or if our debates or our athletic con- 
tests, or the many things which we can have 
which appeal to our members. If we as 
teachers have no love for these things, we 
should cultivate such a love as we come in 
contact with these men who are not Chris- 
tians; we can then lead them easily to a 
decision for Christ. 

The teacher of a Baraca class numbering 
two hundred had no love for baseball, but 
heartily disliked it. One Sunday, missing 
twenty of his younger men from the class, he 
was told by the president that they would prob- 
ably not be in the class again until fall, as they 
had gone over to the lake to see a wonderful 
left-handed ball-pitcher. He was told not to 
worry, that they would all return at some later 
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tor baseball and saw that a ball club that 
would not play on Sunday must be formed in 
his class at once so that this wonderful left- 
handed man could be won to the class and the 
club. Seventy-five dollars was raised, which 
the superintendent of the school said “ ought 
to go to the heathen,’’ and was spent for ball 
suits, and the club was formed. If ever money 
went to the heathen, that money reached the 
tight spot. ‘These men all loved the Baraca 
Bible class, but they loved ball also, and ‘as 
long as they were not Christians were willing 
to drop out of the class for a season. The 
left-handed pitcher was seen by the teacher 
and invited to join the club, but to his sur- 
prise the request was refused because of a rule 
made that no one was allowed to play ball on 
Sunday, and they must be present at the class 
each Sunday if they played in the club during 
the week. He said he was too old for the 
Sunday-school anyway. ‘The Baraca Ball 
Club practised several times a week near the 
factory where this left-handed pitcher worked, 
and he often quit work early so as to play with 
99 


The “How” Book 


the Baraca Nine and get acquainted; but no 
strategy could induce him to join the ball club, 
as he had to go to the Bible class on Sunday. 

Finally he was challenged toa game between 
his club and the Baracas on Saturday after- 
noon. Over 125 men went to the lake to see 
this game, which was withdrawn by the Bar- 
acason the seventh inning as the score was 13 to 
nothing in favor of the left-handed man’s club. 
The teacher and president saw that it was im- 
possible to hit the ball as thrown by this 
pitcher, and that if they wanted their club to 
win they must first win the pitcher to the | 
Bible class. ‘They paid for his supper that 
evening and his fare upon the boat and cars, 
and chummed with him until reaching his 
home near midnight. All the while they 
were urging him to make just one visit the 
next day to the Baraca class, but to all their 
invitations came the same response,—that he 
was too old for Sunday-school, although he 
liked the Baraca class and the teacher. As 
they could not induce him to come the next 


day they parted with him at a late hour, as 
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they supposed defeated, but with a prayer in 
their hearts that in some way he could be 
reached. After they had left him and gone 
some little distance, he called them back and 
asked where they lived, and expressed surprise 
that they would go miles out of their way and 
spend the busiest day of the week with them 
for the purpose of getting him to visit the 
class. Being told that they would do more 
than this if he would come the next day, he 
said that he would be very ungrateful if he 
did not come, and that he would be on hand 
at the class hour the next day. Early the 
next morning the Baracas were notified there 
would be no ball play at the lake, as the pitcher 
would visit the class. 

T’wo men were stationed at every corner for 
several blocks up the street, and when the left- 
handed ball-pitcher came along they came out 
and grasped his hand, and he hada good escort 
and a grand reception as he took his seat in the 
class. During the lesson a note was handed 
the teacher which said the ball-player had 


joined the class. Although the rules of the 
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class did not permit of business being done 
during the class session on Sunday, the lesson 
was stopped and announcement made that we 
had gained a new member, and that the left- 
handed pitcher was now a member of our 
Bible class. This was responded to by the 
applause of the entire class. The president 
took the platform and the man was elected as 
the pitcher of the Baraca Baseball Nine. 
Several challenges were read and accepted 
and special rules were made to govern the 
club. Every game played by this club as 
they traveled over the state during the sum- 
mer was won by the splendid work of its 
pitcher, and in the fall the church tendered 
the class a banquet at which the toasts were 
responded to by the members. 

As the evening drew near a close and most 
had left, the teacher sought out the pitcher 
and thanked him for the summer’s good work 
and the great success of the games which had 
attracted so many men to the class and kept 
up the attendance during the heated term. 


The pitcher said he had only done his duty, 
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and enjoyed coming to the class Sundays 
instead of playing ball, and in speaking of 
his friendship for the teacher, said, ‘I would 
do anything for you.’? The teacher quickly 
asked, ‘‘ Would you give your heart to Christ 
for me?” 

“Tf you mean being a Christian, I would,”’ 
said the pitcher. 

Together they sat down and the way of 
life was explained, and after kneeling in 
prayer the baseball pitcher was won to Christ. 
His family and seven of the players in the 
club were soon converted and joined the 

church. ‘This because a busy business man 
‘could spare time to teach a men’s class and 
learn to be all things, even to liking baseball, 
so that he could win the players to Christ. 
It paid him to like something he had formerly 
disliked. ‘That season was the only one in 
which a baseball nine was needed in the nine- 
teen years’ history of the class. 

To win men to Christ means many times to 
watch our opportunity to lift men from their 


occupation when we see they are capable of 
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greater things. A member of a great Baraca 
class could make boxes and make them well, 
but the teacher could see that he was capable 
of being a great Christian lawyer and a little 
encouragement was given. He graduated with 
honor, and to-day is on the road to fortune as 
one of the best/lawyers in his city, and teacher 
of another great Baraca class. For this pur- 
pose employment, boarding-house, athletic, 
and other committees are formed in every 
class. A great orator recently said, with truth, 
“Those who care nothing for the bodies of 
men will have no success in caring for the 
souls of men.’’ Let us not be afraid to talk 
openly about how God cares for our temporal 
wants, when we are trying to win men to 
Christ. 

Many teachers of men’s Bible classes fail on 
account of a foolish fear that they will scare 
off the man by asking him if he is a Christian. 
The best plan is to know your new member 
at once, if possible the first day he comes in 
the class, and also let him know you. Ask 


him in the same tone you would say anything 
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else to him if he is a Christian. Perhaps the 
conversation will lead no farther, but you will 
at once place yourself on the right footing 
with him. He will understand at once that 
the object of this class is to have every man 
a Christian and that you expect that he will 
some time make this decision. It will be 
found that, instead of driving him away by 
speaking to him, you will command his re- 
spect from the first. I would not advise that 
he be spoken to every Sunday he is in the 
class, but that the Secret Service men place 
him upon their list, and watch the results. 
Prayer and personal work as pledged in the 
Secret Service pledge will bring large results 
in the winning of men to Christ. The teach- 
ing of the lesson can also be used to good ad- 
vantage in winning men. The teacher can 
ask the unconverted men to bring a hard 
question on the lesson of next Sunday or give 
each one a question, asking him to bring the 
answer next Sunday. ‘This will get them to 
studying the Bible in a small way, and it will 


be found that after a few weeks’ study the 
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Bible will, with the help of the Holy Spirit, 
convict these men of their sins. Care should 
be taken that some one who has been praying 
for these men shall approach them and ask 
them why they are not Christians, and if he 
can help them to a decision. Almost invari- 
ably it has beén found that these men are un- 
happy because of their sins and are wondering 
how they can be brought into the light. It 
is absolutely necessary that some one should 
do personal work in your Bible class if you 
expect men to be brought into the church, 
and the teacher should be the first one to set 
the example, asking others to help him. 
Right here we should value the presence 
of the Holy Spirit with us more than we do, 
and listen to his voice as he tells us to ‘‘run 
and speak to that young man.’”? We should 
go instead of sending some one else, even 
though it be the pastor, for no one can do our 
work for us. Often we think that we should 
speak to a certain person, and yet we feel so _ 
weak that it seems impossible, and then we 


ask the pastor or the teacher to go and speak 
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to him for us. In most every case they return 
with the reply that the young man was not 
quite ready yet. To my mind he will never 
be ready until we go personally and do as the 
Spirit has told us to do. If we do go, we will 
find in nearly every case that the Spirit has 
not sent us without first going himself and 
convicting the man and putting him in such 
a position that a few words from us will help 
him to a positive decision for Christ. So 
many have made mistakes by asking some 
one else, when they should have gone them- 
selves. ‘he writer well remembers his first 
lesson in personal work, and -how after four 
weeks of being a Christian he consented to 
lead a public meeting at the Young Men’s 
Christian Association on Sunday afternoon, as 
told by Mr. Trumbull so ably in the Intro- 
duction to this book. 
* * *K * * * 

Reader, this happiness is for you if you are 
a Christian, and if you do not listen to God’s 
voice when he tells you to speak to the uncon- 


verted, or if you send some one else to speak 
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to them, you are not only grieving God’s great 
heart, but you are losing the happiness of your 
life. Has he not told us that he is a partner 
with us in this great work, and will he not 
speak through us and use us if we make the 


effort? Will you do this? 
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The Discouraged Boy 
“Take it to the Lord in prayer.” 

STRANGER came into the class one Sun- 

day morning with a look of discourage- 

ment upon his face, and shown in his every 
movement. He seemed to like the Baraca 
class and said that if he stayed in town he cer- 
tainly would join us, but that he had been look- 
ing for a long time for work and that Since 
was against him, and he guessed he would not 
find it. I asked him if he had taken it to the 
Lord, and asked him for the position he so 
much wanted, and he said that he thought 
that the ‘‘ Lord helped those who helped them- 
selves.”? Hesaid he was a member of a church 
but didn’t think he ever was a Christian. I 
told him to ask God about the job, and I would 
join him, and if he would come into my store 
at ten o’clock Monday God would answer the 
prayer. He said that he thought I could do 
the praying, but he would do the hustling, and 
perhaps between us we might get the much 
needed position. I tried to impress upon him 


that God was interested in our everyday life, 
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and that he was our friend and would help us 
to that position if we asked him. But he was 
disheartened and said that it was of no use, but 
he would come into the store in the morning 
if I would look for the position for him. I 
told him we would pray over the matter anda 
position would be ready for him the next day. 
On my way down to the city on Monday morn- 
ing the manager of a large department store 
said he would like to get hold of a good active 
young man that morning, and I told him to 
hold the position open until ten o’clock, that 
I had been praying for a position for a friend, 
and he might answer my prayer. At ten 
o’clock as my friend and I were going into the 
store to get the promised position he said it 
was ‘‘no use going in there,’’? he had been in 
there three times within a week. I told him 
he had forgotten to pray over the matter and 
that he had also forgotten to take God into his 
plans, and that as I had prayed that God would 
give him a position, he would because I had 
asked him for it. He was very much surprised 


when the merchant hired him upon the spot 
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and set him at work. At noon he called upon 
me and said he began to believe there was 
something in prayer-after all, and I assured 
him if he ever succeeded in life he would have 
to take God as his friend and tell him all about 
his joys and troubles. In a few months, as I 
asked him for his decision to become a Chris- 
tian, he readily said that if I would pray for 
him he thought he could bring himself to a 
full surrender to Christ, and that he believed 
that my prayers would help him very much. 
Together we knelt and he offered his first 
prayer and took God as his friend. Since 
then he has been successful and to-day is ask- 
ing God in a store of his own to help and bless 
his family and business. 


&* 


Lifting Them Out 


“Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of these my 
brethren, even these least, ye did it unto me.” 


GREAT orator once said in my hearing, 
‘Those who care nothing for the bodies 


of men will have no success in caring for the 
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souls of men.’’ It has been found that many 
men are capable of a better position in life 
than they are occupying, and we often fail at 
this point to put ourselves in their places and 
realize how good it would feel to them if we 
could give them a lift. My friend was at work 
in a factory at a small salary, and could make 
perhaps as good shoes as any man. But he 
was capable of better things, as we soon found 
out when putting him in our debating club and 
giving him achance. Upon inquiry we found 
that he was an excellent student and a great 
reader, and that he was waiting his opportun- 
ity to enter school and a profession. After a 
few talks it was decided that he should wait no 
longer, and while it did not require very much 
backing to accomplish it, he was placed in the 
school for a few years and graduated with 
honor. It was no great task to lead him to 
Christ after thus winning his confidence, and 
as he graduated and entered his life work he 
began as a Christian. To-day he is at the 
head of his profession and spending his spare 
time and money teaching and helping a large 
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Baraca class of young men to a successful life 
work. Several of our class have been thus 
taken from their positions and they are to-day 
getting good salaries as electricians, lawyers, 
doctors, and post-office employees. Many 
have taken the civil service examination and 
gone to work for the Government. In every 
case but one they have gone as Christian men, 
and the help given them by the class and 
teacher has largely brought this about. 


* 


Putting It Off Too Long 


“The Lord will not always strive with man.” 


B was a fine-looking young man as he 
entered the class, full of life and fun, 

and a friend to every one he met. We found 
him a good position, his employer was much 
pleased with his work, and everything pointed 
to a life full of promise for the future. To all 
our solicitation to him to become a Christian he 
always responded that he was not ready yet. 


As the writer was leaving for his summer 
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vacation he met this young man and again the 
question was put, asking him to become a 
Christian, and it was followed by an earnest 
appeal to him to decide the question now. At 
first the young man seemed so much impressed 
that I thought he certainly was going to say 
yes at that time, but, as he had often said 
before, he said he was not quite ready and in 
the fall he would decide the great question. 
As the parting handshake was given, a prayer 
went to God for the young man that he would 
soon decide to become a Christian. God knows 
all about our prayers and perhaps this prayer 
might have been answered, although we will 
not know it in this world. A few weeks after 
parting I was called home to attend the funeral 
of this young man, who had accidentally been 
thrown from a wagon and broken his neck. 
While it was a sad duty to perform, it was also 
a great lesson for the remaining members of the 
class and helped them, I am sure, to be more 


prompt in deciding for God. 
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Praying for Our President 


“ Ask, and ye shall receive.” 


|e our secret-service work in all Baraca 
classes the secret-service members are 
pledged to meet in secret once a month and 
every member to pray aloud at that time. 
The monthly meeting had arrived and the 
members were quietly dropping into the pas- 
tors study for the monthly prayer service, 
which. was to be kept secret from the rest of 
the class. ‘That month the secret service was 
composed of more than twenty young men and 
they had all assembled in the study except the 
teacher, who was busy after the lesson hour 
laying plans with the president, who was not a 
Christian. Several times a committee of one 
had been sent out to tell him they were wait- 
ing for him, when the president finally asked 
what was going on, and that if he was presi- 
dent, he certainly ought to know. The reply 
quickly came from the teacher, ‘They are 
meeting to pray for the president.” The 
president thought he ought to be present if 
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this was the case, and said so, and an invitation 
was given him to join the circle, aithough it 
was against the rules. The chairs were 
arranged in a circle and the leader requested 
them to begin at his right and every man pray 
for the men they were trying to reach. He 
said that as there was one present who was 
not a member, any one who wished would be 
excused from praying. As the prayers went 
around the circle the name of the president of 
the class was mentioned by several, as they 
asked God to help him to a decision for Christ. 
When his turn came, to their great surprise the 
decision was made and his prayer for forgive- 
ness went with their prayers of rejoicing, and 
he was a saved man. Several times in this 
class have unconverted men been invited to 
the secret service, and in nearly every instance 


it has been their day of a decision for Christ. 
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Mothers’ Sunday in Prison 


“‘T was in prison, and ye came unto me.” 


T was Mothers? Sunday in the city of Lin- 
coln, Nebraska, and it seemed as if every 
man and boy in the city had a white flower 
upon the lapel of his coat to remind him of 
mother. It was not only to make him think 
of mother while he was wearing it, but also 
to remind him if possible to visit her or write 
her a letter if she were alive. He was to re- 
member her unselfish love and devotion to him 
and to thank God for her. I was to visit the 
prison and speak to the only prison Baraca 
class in the world, and also to speak at the 
morning service to the four hundred and twenty 
prisoners there confined. It was a beautiful 
sight to see these men as they marched into 
the chapel that morning, each wearing a white 
carnation in honor of ‘‘Mother.’? My topic 
that morning was ‘‘ Friends and Mother,”’ and 
I took their thoughts from the flower to their 
friends, mother, and their Saviour. The Holy 


Spiritseemed tobe present, and after the service 
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several received permission to talk with me. 
Among them was one who said he had known 
me in New York state many years before, and 
had heard me teach in my own Baraca class in 
Syracuse. He was a Christian now, and had 
been for two years, and the little flower which 
he wore upon-his coat had helped him to get a 
glimpse of Jesus as his Friend during my talk, 
such as he had never had before. ‘The Baraca 
class was very attentive during the lesson, and 
at its close received a warm grasp of the hand 
which I had permission to give them from the 
warden. I at once issued a proclamation to 
the 300,000 Baraca men in the world to observe 
Mothers’ Day each year upon the second Sun- 
day in May by wearing the white flower, and 
other organizations have done the same. ‘The 
Y. M. C. A. have taken it up, and many differ- 
ent lodges, and in one state, at least, a bill has 
been presented in the legislature designating 


that day as Mothers’ Day. 
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Friends 


“ A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly.” 


S our Baraca room was open one game 
A night I remember well how I had taken 
my friend to a corner of the room and had 
begun a game of checkers with him, and how 
fond he was of the game. Often as I moved 
the checkers around I wondered how I could 
say just the right words to lead my friend to 
Christ, and I asked the Holy Spirit to give me 
the right words to accomplish it. As Ijumped 
his last king I still retained hold, and looking 
him in the eye I said, in a low voice, ‘‘ George, 
do you not think you ought to give your heart 
to Christ and be a Christian?’? To my sur- 
prise he quickly responded, ‘‘I certainly do,”’ 
and extended his hand, saying, ‘‘I will make 
the decision now.’? We had come in touch 
with each other through our liking for this 
amusement and it was a very easy matter for 
me as we tetired to another room to kneel with 
him and see him surrender to God. On an- 


other occasion, after a tournament had been 
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played in our room and the champion player 
of the class had been found, I mentioned the 
fact to a business acquaintance and he said he 
was somewhat of a player himself and would 
like to come in some evening and try his hand 
with our champion. ‘The offer was accepted 
and he came, and several games were played, 
which resulted in a draw, asthey were so evenly 
matched. ‘The man and his family came to 
our church and in a few weeks all but himself 
united with us, and while he is left out we still 
think that the open house in our room was a 
great success, as it reached his son and the 
family, and the end is not yet. At least it 
teaches us the lesson that if we would win 
men to Christ we must in a measure get inter- 
ested in their lives and the things that they 
enjoy. After winning a man’s confidence 
over some favorite game or with some favorite 


book we can very easily win him to Christ. 
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Prayer Instead of Swear 
“T can do all things through Christ.’ 


FTER several months of living a Chris- 
A tian life I was much shocked as I was 
standing in the door of our storeroom to hear 
our old cartman utter a long string of oaths 
as he unloaded the goods from his cart. As 
he was about to leave he saw me standing there, 
and looking somewhat ashamed, he said, ‘‘I 
beg your pardon, sir; I did not know you were 
present or I would not have sworn so.’ I at 
once told him that he need not beg my pardon, 
that the sin he had committed was against 
God, and that he should ask God’s pardon in- 
stead of mine. ‘This led to a conversation in 
which he said he had tried so hard to quit 
swearing, and that for years his good resolu- 
tions had been a failure. I told him at once 
that there was only one sure way to quit, and 
that was to give his heart to Christ and to be- 
come a Christian. He said he had seen a great 
change in my own life and sometimes thought 


that perhaps God could help him break his habit 
123 


The ‘‘ How” Book 


of swearing. I told him that if he would ask 
God he would receive, and that instead of 
swear, God would put prayer in his mouth and 
the habit would be broken. Jumping upon his 
wagon he said he thought he was too far gone 
for that and went on his way whistling as if 
that was the end of it. Within a week the 
same thing happened again, and I reminded 
him of what I had told him the week before, 
that if he would consent, ‘‘God would put 
prayer in his mouth instead of swear.’? He 
said he would be very happy if he could believe 
that, and that he would do it in a minute, to 
which I responded that it would take only a 
minute for him to surrender to Christ, and he 
said he would. I told him to step into the 
cellar and we would settle the question at once, 
and back of a large hogshead we knelt and he 
began the Christian life. Many times he has 
told me that it was a miracle that God could 
take him and put ‘‘ prayer in his mouth instead 
of swear,’’ and that he had never sworn from 
that day. Ina few months he drove in front 


of my store in the evening and, calling me to 
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the curb, showed me an elegant covered car- 
riage containing his wife and a happy family 
of children. With eyes glistening he said, 
‘‘Mr. Hudson, it pays to be a Christian. Do 
you see the new carriage I have bought, and 
it is the first one Ieverowned. Ihave bought 
carriages for the saloon men all my life, but 
now I am keeping my money out of the saloon 
and buying carriages for my family.’”? Many 
years have gone by and Jack is still a Chris- 


tian. 
* 


The Driftwood 
““We do things.” 


N every large Bible class there are certain 
] men who seem to want to be doing some- 
thing, and sometimes are moving about and 
in the way, as it were, in their efforts to find 
out just what todo. Such a one was once in 
my own class, and for several Sundays I could 
hardly move but that he stood in the aisle or 
in the way. I at once asked him if he would 


like to be an officer of the class, and so had 
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him elected as our Bible librarian. Always 
after that our Bible librarian had the Bibles 
open at the lesson and turned face down upon 
every chair, so when the class came in for reci- 
tation everything was ready. Another restless 
one was made musical librarian, and every 
member and visitor was supplied by him with 
a hymn-book at the opening and closing exer- 
cises of the school. Another was made ‘‘the 
best thought man,’’ and gave us the best 
thought on the lesson each Sunday. Another 
was made reporter for the class and reported 
the doings of the class to the daily press. 
Another was made our Orientalist and gave 
the oriental setting to the lesson each Sunday. 
Another was our ‘‘story-teller,’’ and related the 
story of the lesson in his own language each 
Sunday. Another acted as our dictionary, 
and gave us the pronunciation and meaning 
of the hard words. In this manner many 
men became interested in the lesson study 
and their wish to do things was gratified at 


the same time. 
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The Value of Prayer 


“Asking and receiving.”’ 


ERHAPS the hardest material that ever 
caine into my Bible class were two men 

who had passed the middle part of life and 
were yet unsaved. ‘They were faithful to the 
church and Sunday-school, but every time 
they were approached upon the subject of per- 
sonal religion they stubbornly refused to sur- 
render. After many talks with them I deter- 
mined to cease talking and asked God to bring 
them to the right decision by his power. Be- 
coming so much interested in their spiritual 
life and so anxious with my prayers for their 
conversion, I soon found that I was thinking 
of them almost continually and praying for 
them all the-time. At last I could not sleep 
from anxiety for their conversion, and rising 
at three o’clock in the morning I had to spend 
an hour in prayer for my two friends. From 
that time I felt no more uneasiness about them 
as I had left them in God’s hands. ‘They con- 


tinued to come as before and to all appearances 
127 


The ‘‘ How” Book 


they were farther from the truth than ever. 
It seemed a most discouraging state of affairs 
when I was called away from home for several 
weeks and they were still unsaved. But one 
of the first letters I received from home was 
that they had both been led to Christ during 
my absence. I considered this a direct answer 
to prayer as the Lord has promised. 


x 


Watching 
“Watch and pray” 


ANY times the Bible class teacher, in 
M praying for his scholars, forgets that 
he has a helper in the Holy Spirit who can 
be of great service to him if he will watch as 
well as pray. He will find that the Holy 
Spirit is willing to suggest to him different 
ways in which he can be the means of answer- 
ing his own prayer. While upon a long trip 
of 5,000 miles, speaking for the Baraca classes, 
I was in a large city, speaking to a church 


filled with men. I was very anxious to tell 
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them how to make their classes a great suc- 
cess, and was giving them the plans which had 
come under my observation. I watched the 
audience to see if they were caring for the talk 
and I found them very attentive, and as I 
asked God for just the words to say, I felt an 
impulse to drop the subject of Bible class 
work and spend the last fifteen minutes of my 
talk in an appeal for better Christian service. 
I depended upon the Holy Spirit to give me 
just the proper words to say and he helped 
me greatly, so much so that it seemed as if I 
was the only person in the room, the audience 
was so quiet. I appealed to them to hear the 
call of God, and if they were not Christians, 
to make the decision now for Christ. I then 
appealed to those Christians who were present 
to listen for the calling of God to them to 
speak to those who were not Christians and 
to surrender their wills to God also. 

As I closed the meeting the Spirit of God 
seemed to rest upon us, and the leader of the 
meeting said he could not break the stillness, 


and asked me to close as I felt God led me. I 
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arose and asked the choir to sing a familiar 
song, and while all were standing I invited 
all those who would do the things I had sug- 
gested to step to the altar and grasp my hand, 
thus confessing to the world their great desire 
to get nearer to God. As the choir sang and 
the audience passed out, it seemed to me that 
the eight hundred men in that room were all 
pressing to the altar, but the local paper said 
the next morning that upward of three hun- 
dred and fifty nen had pledged themselves for 
God on that Sunday afternoon. After the 
crowd had all dispersed, I noticed one man 
was waiting for me, and as he extended his 
hand he said, ‘‘ Several months ago I pledged 
my $150,000 which I had gathered during my 
lifetime for the service of God, and to-day I 
have again placed it upon the altar.’? I told 
him that God did not want his money, but 
that he wanted a full surrender of himself and 
a willingness to do and be anything for him. 
He said he had a large business interest, but 
he was willing to lay himself and business 


upon God’s altar if called upon to do so. 
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Several months after that I learned that he 
had given a large sum of money to the Sunday 
School Association, and that he was spending 
his time without salary under the Associa- | 
tion’s directions, trying to get a million new 
members into the Sunday-school of his state, 
which was now his ambition. 


& 
His Sister’s Prayers 
“Live as you pray.” 


HILE upon one of my trips, a thou- 

sand miles from home, I took dinner 

with a Christian worker who introduced me to 
a young lady who was a teacher in his Sun- 
day-school. Just before the afternoon meet- 
ing, which was for women only, and which I 
was to address, she told me that she was very 
much in distress over her brother, who had 
refused Christ until she was afraid he would 
never be a Christian. She told how she had 
prayed over the matter, and that her prayers 
seemed never to be answered, and wondered if 
I could give him a special message the follow- 
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ing Sunday if she induced him to visit my 
meeting. I told her we would pray for the 
young man until that meeting and leave the 
result with God. In my talk that Saturday 
afternoon I touched upon the ways in which 
women could be a help or a hindrance to the 
spiritual life of young men, and I told them 
that perhaps their prayers might never be an- 
swered if their conduct was a stumbling-block 
to the young man they were praying for. I 
told them that perhaps they may not see any 
sin in dancing and other questionable amuse- 
ments, but that perhaps the young man thought 
it was decidedly wicked and by their doing the 
things which were not approved of by the 
young man, they were a great stumbling-block 
to his conversion, and I appealed to them to 
be like Paul, who was willing to become all 
things to all men that he might by all means 
save some. After the meeting the pastor said 
that I had given my friend who was praying 
for her brother a strong rebuke in my talk, as 
she was greatly infatuated with the dance. 


The next day was an anxious time for my 
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friend and her four sisters, who were praying 
for their brother, and she was willing to do 
anything for his conversion. After the eve- 
ning sermon I felt impelled to close it with an 
invitation to the audience to put in action the 
resolves they had made while I had been talk- 
ing. Todo this I invited them to the altar 
during the closing song, to take the pastor and 
myself by the hand and thus openly to confess 
Christ. Upward of fifty people came forward, 
among whom were several young men, and the 
young man for whom we had been praying was 
among the first tocome. We requested him to 
remain along with the other Baraca men and 
I had a conversation with him at once. He 
said his father had been a minister and he 
knew he ought to have been a Christian years 
ago, but a habit had fastened itself upon him 
from which it seemed impossible to escape, and 
that he believed would hold him fast all his 
life. I told him of the liberty there was in 
believing in Christ, and of the reasonable serv- 
ice which God demanded of us; then I opened 
to him the Scripture; how God was able to 
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keep us as well as to save us. As he finally 
surrendered and we knelt in prayer, I noticed 
his sister was just then looking in the church 
door from an adjoining room, and I found out 
afterward that while I was talking with the 
brother the four sisters and the mother were in 
the adjoining toom on their knees in prayer to 
God for the unsaved one. He could only yield 
under the circumstances, for God hears and 
answers the prayers of those who are willing to 
serve him, and I soon presented him to his 
family, who were now all united in Christ. 
There was much rejoicing in that home that 
night, and he is faithful yet and occupies a 
responsible position in a neighboring city. 
Surely if our brothers and friends are worth 
saving we can afford to leave out of our own 
lives a few of the questionable things that 
keep others from accepting Christ. 
134 


How It Has Been Done 


Sowing the Seed 


“Others fell upon good ground, and brought forth 
Piuit., « 


T the great World-Wide Baraca and 
A Philathea Convention at Asheville, 
N. C., in June, 1909, one of our godly young 
men, W. G. Monk, who was leading the secret- 
service hour, illustrated the necessity of the 
sowing beside all waters by an experience he 
had ex route. Having an oversupply of lunch 
on the train, his party asked a traveling man 
to share it with them, and after the lunch the 
traveler said he had a new story he could tell 
them. ‘The speaker told him he had no objec- 
tions to a good story, but added, ‘‘ Now if this 
story is not a clean one, fit for home or any 
place, please do not tell it.’”’ The traveler 
said, ‘‘ The story won’t hurt any one,’’ but 
then went on and told one of his worst. The 
speaker at once left the seat, and his friend 
told the ‘‘drummer’’ that he had offended 
one of the cleanest men in the world. He at 
once followed the speaker and begged his par- 
don, which was granted, with a remark that 
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God could give him a clean heart if he would 
let him do it. 

The drummer, ‘‘almost persuaded,’’ prom- 
mised to reach Asheville and attend this 
meeting of the convention. ‘The speaker, 
relating this experience, asked if the young 
man was in the room that he should stand 
up and redeem his promise. Prayer was 
asked for the absent one, and three lady Baraca 
teachers arose and asked God to lead the erring 
one to Christ. The day after the convention 
closed a drummer, meeting one of our dele- | 
gates, told this story. He was the one who 
had offended our speaker on the train, and 
when he arrived the night before the hotel 
man said, ‘‘George, you ought to have been 
here this week. ‘T'welve hundred Baracas and 
Philatheas, the finest people who have held a 
convention here this year, closed their meet- 
ing. A surprise came yesterday when those 
twelve hundred delegates stopped their meet- 
ing long enough to pray fora drummer. Per- 
haps it was you.’’ Said he, ‘‘I scarcely slept 


a wink all night, for I realized that if twelve 
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hundred men and women (some coming thou- 
sands of miles) would stop their deliberations 
to pray for me, it was time I prayed for myself. 
I read the Bible and prayed much, and I am 
a saved man to-day.’? Our seed sower on the 
train dropped the seed, God watered it, and 
the soul was saved. 

The same man, after one of our previous 
conventions, was on his way to his train for 
home, and overtaking a stranger with two 
grips said he hoped the stranger was going the 
same trip and asked him if he was “bound 
for heaven.’? He replied, ‘‘No, I wish I 
were,’? and before the depot was reached 
dropped his grips and said, ‘‘ Here is my hand, 
and I ama Christian from now on.’’ As he 
bought his ticket he asked the ticket agent 
if he had a personal ticket for heaven, and 
before the train left he extended his hand 
through the window and said, ‘‘ By the help 
of God I will be saved now.’’ It pays to sow 
the seed by all waters, and many surprises 
await us in the hereafter. 
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The Three Brewers 
“Take of the water of life freely.” 

HE good Baraca and Philathea Conven- 
ok: tion at Cincinnati heard a great talk 
from Dr. H. M. Hamill, of Nashville, Tenn., 
after which one hundred and fifty Baracas and 
Philatheas took the 10.30 P. M. steamboat to 
Louisville, Ky., reaching the great Interna- 
tional Sunday School Convention the next 
day. A midnight prayer service on deck was 
planned and announced. On the same steamer 
it was noised around that three of the largest 
brewers in the world were on board, and their 
beer was free to all during their stay. The 
singing began as soon as the piano could be 
placed, and as the prayer service began a boy 
brought a message to Mr. Hudson, offer- 
ing to treat our crowd to beer if we would 
like it. Looking at the bar-room we could 
see our three men awaiting a reply. The 
singing ceased, and Mr. Hudson told the dele- 
gates of this invitation, and then said, ‘‘ Ba- 
racas, Philatheas, I do not believe one of us 


hate the men who have sent this invitation, 
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we hate their business; but Jesus died for 
these men as well as for us. We decline their 
invitation, but we offer them something better. 
Let us offer them the ‘water of life.’ I pro- 
pose we kneel and pray God to open their 
eyes and let our Jesus save them.’’ As the 
entire company knelt in earnest prayer for the 
brewers, we saw them withdraw from the door 
and listen intently to the pleadings in their 
behalf. 

Before reaching Louisville the next morn- 
ing I was called into the state-room of one of 
the brewers, who begged my pardon for his 
insult the night before, and said he was no 
brewer, but assumed that for fun with us. I 
told him I could not believe him under the 
circumstances, and whether he was a brewer 
or not he certainly needed to ask God’s pardon 
and not ours. I talked with him and pleaded 
with him to accept Christ now, but he said for 
me to pray for him until he came to my city, 
where he would call on me again. Many of 
those delegates are still praying for the brewer, 
and I expect some day he wili come, This 
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circumstance so roused the forty delegates 
from North Carolina that they held an evan- 
gelistic service nearly all the way from Louis- 
ville to Raleigh, N.C. Conductors, trainmen, 
porters, and passengers were upon their knees 
in that fast moving train. Only God knows 
the results of that meeting. 


am 


‘A Millionaire” 

“The gold and the silver are mine,” saith the Lord. 
HILE always successful in my com- 
mercial life, I have never accumu- 

lated any great wealth and never thought I 
should be even thought of as a millionaire. 
After retiring from business and taking my 
motto, ‘‘A Million Men for Baraca and Christ,”’ 
I was called by some men “‘ visionary’? and by 
others a harsher name. After the Editor of 
The Sunday School Times, Mr. Charles Gal- 
laudet Trumbull, wrote the articles, ‘‘He 
Wants a Million,’ ‘‘ Millionaire Hudson,’ 


and other terms of a similar nature, I soon 
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found the newspapers in the cities in which I 
speak announcing the addresses by ‘‘ The 
Millionaire Bible Class Teacher.’? I cannot 
say I felt flattered or even cared for this, to 
me, empty honor, for all I wanted was my 
million men which I am so sure God is going 
to give us. But reputation is a great thing, 
and often brings us to a place where we can 
sow good seed. Letters began to come to me, 
as to all ‘‘millionaires,’’ asking for help for 
many people and causes. I thank God I was 
enabled to give many of them Jesus, who is 
more precious and to be sought after more 
than silver and gold. One thing I appreciate, 
and that is that with wealth come cares, and 
I am glad I can say with Peter, ‘‘Silver 
and gold have I none, but such as I have give 
I unto you.’’ ‘The only need I have for 
money is to use it in the building of a Baraca 
Temple in Syracuse, N. Y., the home of Ba- 
raca, and to further the work of ‘‘ Young men 
at work for young men, all standing by the 
Bible and the Bible school.’’? God may even 
give that, for he is so good. 
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“Kind Remembrance” 
“Tet another man praise thee.” 

OW much good a kind letter may do, 
H and a letter full of Christian advice 
and direction to the Saviour may change a 
whole life. A newsboy, a stranger to me and 
living in another state, belonging to a Baraca 
class, wrote me out of his heart of his loath- 
ing for the sins he thought he ought to com- 
mit to make a living in his business. Although 
a very busy man, I took time to pray and 
think, and then wrote him, pointing him to 
the ‘‘ Lamb of God,” and telling him that it 
was more important for him to be right than 
to be rich. Many years have passed, and only 
once did I hear from his work. A chum of 
mine was approached by a newsboy on the 
train, and invited to his Baraca class while he 
was in a far-away city. He told the boy he 
knew the founder of Baraca, and a verbal 
message of cheer came to gladden my heart. 

Last year, while teaching for ten days in the 
Summer School at Northfield, Mass., I noticed 


a fine-looking young man with his mother, 
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smiling, evidently at me, from the audience, 
and after the lesson hour they came and told 
me this was my old newsboy friend and his 
mother. He had taken my advice, and had 
just graduated from college, and asa Christian 
layman was going to Oregon to engage in 
Christian work. They had come to thank 
me for advice to a stranger, who had accepted 
it, and was now trying to bless others. On 
graduation day no bouquet was so beautiful 
as the bouquet of sweet peas sent up to me by 
my old friend and his mother. I am led to 
say, never despise the day of small things, for 
they may become larger and come back to 


bless you later on. 
143 


Se elena Nina iter ten rea \ ecu 


1 WALI 
“J P9-DXX-502 


